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Answer Key: Searing Syntax: The 12th Grade Advanced Adjectives 
Gauntlet

Deconstruct the atmospheric weight of post-colonial prose and philosophical treatises through the lens of 
high-stakes modifier analysis.

1. In the context of Virginia Woolf’s 'To the Lighthouse', consider the phrase 'the ghostly lighthouse, the 
tower, white and remote.' What is the syntactic function and rhetorical effect of placing the adjectives 
'white' and 'remote' in the postpositive position?

Answer: B) They function as appositive adjectives, creating a weightier, more elegiac cadence.

Postpositive (or appositive) adjectives follow the noun they modify, which in literary modernism often slows the 
reader down and adds a layer of formal or poetic solemnity.

2. In formal analytical writing, the use of 'absolute adjectives' such as 'unique,' 'total,' or 'infinite' 
permits the use of comparative adverbs (e.g., 'more unique') to show nuance.

Answer: B) False

Absolute adjectives describe a state that cannot be augmented; logically, something cannot be 'more infinite' or 'more 
unique' as these terms represent an ultimate state.

3. Choose the most precise adjective to complete the following critique of Neoclassical architecture: 
'The ______ symmetry of the facade suggests a rigid adherence to order that borders on the clinical.'

Answer: B) punctilious

'Punctilious' implies great attention to detail or correct behavior, which fits the sophisticated tone and the context of 
'rigid adherence to order.'

4. Identify the 'cumulative adjective' sequence that follows the standard English royal order of adjec-
tives.

Answer: C) The exquisite antique Japanese silk kimono.

The standard order is Opinion (exquisite), Age (antique), Origin (Japanese), and Material (silk).

5. In Nabokovian prose, the author often uses ______ adjectives—words that describe one sense in terms 
of another—to create a multisensory experience.
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Answer: A) synesthetic

Synesthesia is the blending of senses; synesthetic adjectives (e.g., 'loud colors') are a staple of complex literary 
description.

6. A 'compound adjective' should strictly be hyphenated when it appears after the noun it modifies 
(e.g., 'The decision was well-known').

Answer: B) False

Generally, compound adjectives are hyphenated when they precede the noun (the well-known decision), but the 
hyphen is typically dropped when they follow the noun.

7. In the sentence 'The defeated army retreated, weary and broken,' what is the grammatical classifi-
cation of the words 'weary and broken'?

Answer: D) Free modifiers (Adjective phrase)

These are free modifiers (specifically an adjective phrase in the appositive position) which provide supplemental 
information about the subject's state.

8. Analyze this sentence: 'His ______ behavior at the summit underscored his lack of diplomatic experi-
ence.' Which adjective provides the strongest connotation of 'childishly sulky'?

Answer: B) petulant

'Petulant' specifically denotes a person who is childishly sulky or bad-tempered, adding precise characterization.

9. The phrase 'the poor' in the sentence 'We must provide for the poor' functions as a 'substantive 
adjective,' where the adjective acts as a noun.

Answer: A) True

Substantive adjectives are adjectives that function as nouns, usually preceded by 'the' and referring to a group of 
people.

10. Which of the following utilizes a 'participial adjective' to convey a sense of ongoing action influenc-
ing a noun?

Answer: B) The shimmering heat distorted the horizon.

'Shimmering' is a present participle functioning as an adjective, conveying the active process of movement.
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