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Answer Key: A Sharp Start: 9th Grade Music Theory Fundamentals Quiz

Solidify your foundation by identifying essential building blocks like intervals, scale structures, and basic 
harmonic shifts.

1. Which interval is created by the first two notes of the 'Star Wars' Main Theme (the jump from the 
first note to the second)?

Answer: B) Perfect Fifth

The leap from the tonic to the dominant in the Star Wars theme is a Perfect Fifth (7 semitones), known for its powerful 
and open sound.

2. A 'key signature' is placed at the beginning of a piece to indicate which notes will be consistently 
raised (sharps) or lowered (flats).

Answer: A) True

Key signatures provide a shorthand for the performer, establishing the tonal center and the grouping of sharps or 
flats used throughout the work.

3. The ______ scale is a seven-note scale characterized by its 'darker' or 'sadder' sound, often featuring 
a lowered third degree.

Answer: C) Minor

Minor scales are defined by their specific intervals (like the minor third), which listeners typically associate with 
complex or somber emotions.

4. If a composer wants to create a feeling of stability and rest at the end of a phrase, which chord are 
they most likely to use?

Answer: A) Tonic (I)

The Tonic (I) chord acts as 'home base' in a key, providing resolution and a sense of finality to a musical idea.

5. How many sharps are found in the key signature of E Major?

Answer: C) Four (F#, C#, G#, D#)

Based on the Circle of Fifths, E Major contains four sharps: F#, C#, G#, and D#.

Powered by sheetworks Page 1 of 2



Name: ________________ Date: ________________

6. In basic music composition, repeating a short melodic or rhythmic idea throughout a piece is called 
a ______.

Answer: B) Motif

A motif is a short musical fragment or recurring figure that helps unify a composition through repetition.

7. A 'Major Triad' is composed of a Root, a Major Third, and a Perfect Fifth.

Answer: A) True

This specific combination of intervals creates the bright, stable sound of a standard major chord.

8. Which of these scales uses only five notes per octave and is common in various global folk traditions?

Answer: C) Pentatonic Scale

The prefix 'penta-' means five; the pentatonic scale is universally recognized for its consonant and folk-like quality.

9. The distance between two notes is known in music theory as a(n) ______.

Answer: B) Interval

An interval measures the pitch difference between two sounds, whether they are played consecutively or simulta-
neously.

10. A 'sharp' (#) symbol tells the performer to lower the pitch by one half-step.

Answer: B) False

A sharp raises a pitch by a half-step; a flat (b) is the symbol used to lower a pitch.
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