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Answer Key: Adverbial Analysis Quiz for 11th Grade

Analyze how nuanced modifiers shift the rhetorical weight of complex prose through these high-level diag-
nostic items.

1. In the sentence 'The senator’'s speech was remarkably cogent, though perhaps overly polemical,’
which word serves as an adverb of degree modifying an adjective?

Answer: A) Remarkably

'Remarkably' is an adverb of degree that modifies the adjective 'cogent,' specifying the extent of the quality.

2. True or False: In the phrase 'The results will be available shortly,’ the word 'shortly’ functions as an
adverb of manner because it describes how the results are presented.

Answer: B) False

'Shortly' is an adverb of time, indicating when the results will be available, not the manner in which they appear.

3. Identify the adverbial phrase in the following sentence: 'Despite the criticism, the architect proceed-
ed with the project , defying all expectations of failure.’

Answer: A) Indomitably

The context requires an adverb of manner to describe how the architect proceeded; 'indomitably' correctly modifies
the verb.

4. Which of the following sentences utilizes a conjunctive adverb to show a relationship of contrast
between two independent clauses?

Answer: B) The theory is sound; nevertheless, the data is inconclusive.

'‘Nevertheless' is a conjunctive adverb used here to contrast the soundness of the theory with the lack of data.

5.InT.S. Eliot's style of precision, which adverb of frequency would best emphasize a rare but significant
occurrence? 'The protagonist felt the weight of his own indecision.’

Answer: C) Seldom

'Seldom' is an adverb of frequency that indicates a rare occurrence, which fits the prompt's requirement for a 'rare
but significant' event.
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6. Evaluate the use of 'downstairs' in this sentence: 'The clandestine meeting occurred downstairs in
the dimly lit cellar.' What is its grammatical function?

Answer: B) Adverb of place

'Downstairs' functions as an adverb of place, specifying the location where the action of the meeting occurred.

7. True or False: In the sentence 'He handled the delicate situation quite diplomatically,’ the word 'quite’
is an adverb that modifies another adverb.

Answer: A) True

'Quite’ is an adverb of degree modifying 'diplomatically,’ which is an adverb of manner.

8. Which word functions as an adverb of time to provide context for a preceding action in this complex
sentence? 'Having finished the manuscript, the author submitted it for peer review.’

Answer: B) Subsequently

'Subsequently' is an adverb of time that places the action of submitting the manuscript in chronological order after
the completion.

9. True or False: Sentence-level adverbs, such as 'Fortunately’ in 'Fortunately, the storm bypassed the
coastal village,' serve to modify the entire clause rather than a single verb.

Answer: A) True

Sentence adverbs (or disjuncts) modify the entire thought or provide the speaker’s attitude toward the event.

10. Consider the sentence: 'The philosopher argued that morality is inherently subjective." What is the
linguistic purpose of the adverb 'inherently'?

Answer: C) To indicate the essential nature of the quality described

'Inherently’ is an adverb of degree/manner that modifies 'subjective,' identifying it as an essential, intrinsic charac-
teristic.
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