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Answer Key: High School Musical: The Elements of Harmony 11th Grade 
Quiz

Assess recall of foundational musical components through stylistic analysis of jazz, choral, and cinematic 
arrangements.

1. Which term describes the unique 'color' of a Note, such as the difference between a distorted electric 
guitar and a clean acoustic guitar?

Answer: B) Timbre

Timbre refers to the specific sound quality or 'tone color' that allows us to distinguish between different instruments 
even if they play the same note.

2. A piece of music described as 'Andante' is being played at a very fast, energetic tempo.

Answer: B) False

Andante is a musical term for a 'walking pace' or moderate tempo, whereas terms like Presto or Allegro indicate fast 
speeds.

3. In a standard jazz arrangement, when three horns play different notes simultaneously to support 
the lead singer, which element are they creating?

Answer: C) Harmony

Harmony is the result of multiple pitches being sounded at the same time to create chords and provide vertical depth 
to the music.

4. A sudden change in volume from very soft to very loud involves the manipulation of ________.

Answer: C) Dynamics

Dynamics refer to the volume of the sound, including gradual changes like crescendos or sudden shifts in loudness.

5. If a composer writes a recurring sequence of notes that serves as the primary 'hook' or theme of a 
film score, they have created a:

Answer: A) Melody
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The melody is a sequence of individual notes that the listener perceives as a single entity or 'tune'.

6. The underlying pulse or 'heartbeat' of a song that dictates the placement of notes in time is called 
________.

Answer: C) Rhythm

Rhythm is the systematic arrangement of musical sounds, principally according to duration and periodic stress.

7. The term 'Fortissimo' (ff) is used to instruct a performer to play very loudly.

Answer: A) True

Fortissimo is a dynamic marking in music theory that indicates a high level of volume.

8. Which of these would most likely affect the 'Tempo' of a musical performance?

Answer: B) Adjusting a metronome to a higher BPM

Tempo refers to the speed of the beat, measured in Beats Per Minute (BPM).

9. When an R&B singer performs an unaccompanied vocal line without any instruments, the musical 
texture lacks ________.

Answer: C) Harmony

Harmony requires multiple different pitches sounded together; a single unaccompanied vocal line is monophonic 
and lacks harmonic support.

10. Pitch refers to the duration of a note, indicating how long it should be held.

Answer: B) False

Pitch refers to the highness or lowness of a sound (frequency), while the duration of a note is an aspect of rhythm.
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