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Answer Key: Shatter the Win-At-All-Costs Myth: 11th Grade Sportsman-
ship Quiz

Evaluate the complex ethics of intentional fouls and social media conduct in modern athletics to prepare for 
collegiate-level leadership and integrity.

1. In 2012, during a cross-country race in Spain, Ivan Fernandez Anaya chose to guide a lost competitor, 
Abel Mutai, to the finish line instead of passing him for the win. This action primarily demonstrates 
which psychological construct of high-level sportsmanship?

Answer: B) Prioritizing the 'Spirit of the Game' over the outcome

Sportsmanship at this level involves recognizing that the integrity of the competition and the dignity of the opponent 
outweigh the individual achievement of a win.

2. When a professional athlete uses social media to publicly criticize a referee's subjective judgment 
call after a loss, they are primarily failing to demonstrate _______, a core tenet of professional conduct.

Answer: C) Respect for officials

Respect for officials includes accepting their authority and finality of decisions, even in digital spaces outside the 
immediate game environment.

3. True or False: In high-stakes athletics, 'gamesmanship' (using the rules to gain a psychological edge, 
such as 'icing the kicker') is considered ethically identical to 'sportsmanship'.

Answer: B) False

Gamesmanship often tests the limits of the rules to gain an advantage, whereas sportsmanship focuses on the ethical 
spirit and fair play inherent in the sport.

4. A Grade 11 tennis player corrects a line call in favor of their opponent on a match point. This act of 
'self-officiating' integrity is an example of which ethical framework?

Answer: B) Deontology (duty to follow the truth/rules)

Deontological ethics suggests that actions are right if they adhere to a set of rules or duties, such as the duty to be 
honest regardless of the match outcome.
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5. During a high school basketball game, 'trash talking' that targets an opponent's personal life or 
identity violates the principle of _______, which requires seeing the opponent as a person rather than an 
obstacle.

Answer: A) Humanization

Humanization in sportsmanship involves treating opponents with dignity and maintaining a distinction between 
competitive play and personal attacks.

6. True or False: In 'unwritten rules' of sports, such as not stealing bases when a baseball team is up by 
10 runs, these practices are more about etiquette and respect than the formal rulebook.

Answer: A) True

Unwritten rules often serve to preserve the dignity of the losing team and prevent unnecessary humiliation, which 
falls under the umbrella of sportsmanship.

7. How does the concept of 'Noble Failure' apply to modern 11th-grade athletics?

Answer: B) It encourages athletes to accept defeat with grace when they have played with total integrity.

Noble failure emphasizes that there is more honor in losing while playing fairly than in winning by cheating or 
engaging in unethical behavior.

8. The use of performance-enhancing drugs (PEDs) is a fundamental violation of _______ because it 
creates an artificial imbalance that negates natural talent and hard work.

Answer: C) Fair play

Fair play requires a level playing field where all competitors adhere to the same physical and chemical standards set 
by governing bodies.

9. Which of the following scenarios represents a complex 'gray area' in sportsmanship that requires 
critical analysis of intent?

Answer: B) An intentional foul to stop the clock in the final seconds of a basketball game

Intentional fouls are strategic and within the rules' penalty structure, yet they technically involve breaking a rule on 
purpose, making it a common debate in sports ethics.

10. True or False: Cultural differences can influence what is perceived as 'good sportsmanship,' such as 
varying views on 'showboating' after a score.
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Answer: A) True

Societal norms and cultural backgrounds often dictate the level of emotional expression and celebration deemed 
acceptable in a sporting context.
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