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Answer Key: Scene & Seen: Decoding 10th Grade Pop Culture Trends

Sophomores sharpen their critical analysis skills by deconstructing the hidden symbols and social commen-
tary within modern media landscapes.

1. In the context of the 2023 film 'The Menu’, the meticulous presentation of high-end cuisine most
likely functions as a critique of which societal concept?

Answer: B) Elite consumerism and the performative nature of status

The film uses the setting of an exclusive restaurant to satirize how the wealthy consume culture purely for status
rather than genuine appreciation.

2. When a subculture's fashion—like 1990s Seattle grunge—is adopted by multi-billion dollar luxury
brands, analysts call this process cultural

Answer: B) Commodification

Commodification occurs when an idea or subculture is turned into a product for profit, often stripping away its
original rebellious meaning.

3. True or False: Narrative analysis requires the viewer to focus exclusively on the technical lighting and
camera angles rather than the story's message.

Answer: B) False

Narrative analysis focuses on the storytelling, themes, and messages. While technical aspects can support the
narrative, they are not the sole focus.

4.The 'Dark Academia’' aesthetic, popular on platforms like Tumblr and Pinterest, often utilizes symbols
like tweed blazers and old libraries to reflect a nostalgic desire for:

Answer: C) Intellectualism and classic Eurocentric education

Dark Academia is a visual and literary style centered on higher education, writing, and the pursuit of knowledge,
often through a vintage lens.

5. The concept of 'Parasocial Relationships' describes a one-sided psychological bond that a fan devel-
ops with a(n)

Answer: C) Media persona or celebrity
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Parasocial relationships occur when audience members feel a close connection to a media figure who does not
actually know them.

6. Consider the rise of 'Cyberpunk’ themes in recent gaming and cinema (e.g., 'Cyberpunk 2077'). This
genre typically serves as a societal reflection of concerns regarding:

Answer: C) The loss of privacy and corporate overreach in a high-tech future

Cyberpunk features high technology and 'low life,' warning about how tech can be used for surveillance and corporate
control.

7. True or False: Auditory branding, such as the Netflix 'Ta-dum’ sound, is a form of symbolic commu-
nication that triggers immediate brand recognition.

Answer: A) True

Symbols are not just visual; sounds can serve as powerful cultural markers that carry specific meanings and
associations.

8. In analyzing the 'Liminal Space' photo trend (images of empty hallways or malls), viewers often
report a feeling of 'eerie nostalgia.' This is an example of:

Answer: B) Audience reception and emotional resonance

Exploring how people feel and react to a specific trend or image category falls under audience reception analysis.

9. A critic analyzing the 2022 film 'Everything Everywhere All At Once' through the lens of generational
trauma is performing analysis.

Answer: A) Thematic

Thematic analysis involves looking at the recurring ideas and underlying messages, such as hidden trauma within a
family dynamic.

10. True or False: Pop culture analysis is only concerned with high-budget Hollywood movies and does
not apply to social media memes.

Answer: B) False

Pop culture analysis covers all forms of shared cultural experiences, including digital memes, which often reflect rapid
shifts in public opinion.
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