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Vivid Voices for Valiant 3rd Grade Writers

Learners sharpen their narrative craft by evaluating complex points of view and synthesizing unique figurative 
language in challenging story scenarios.

1. A story is narrated by an old, rusted bicycle left in a rainy backyard. This is an example of using a 
unique narrative perspective to create:

A. A scientific report on metal oxidation
B. A predictable and common childhood memory
C. A specific narrative voice and character personification
D. A strictly factual historical timeline

2. If a writer describes a character's anger by saying 'His words were sharp shards of ice,' they are using 
a _______ to show instead of tell.

A. Rhyme scheme
B. Simile
C. Metaphor
D. Dictionary definition

3. True or False: In creative writing, maintaining a 'consistent voice' means the narrator's personality 
should stay the same throughout the story.

A. True
B. False

4. Which of these scenarios demonstrates the most 'originality' for a 3rd-grade fantasy story?
A. A knight fights a dragon to save a princess in a castle.
B. A young chef discovers that her soup can grant people the ability to speak to furniture.
C. A boy finds a magic wand and goes to a school for wizards.
D. A girl falls asleep and realizes her whole adventure was just a dream.

5. To create a 'suspenseful' style, a writer might use ________ sentences to make the reader feel the 
character's heartbeat.

A. Very long and wordy
B. Short and choppy
C. Funny and lighthearted
D. Instructional

6. Read this line: 'The thunder grumbled like a hungry giant in the hallway of the clouds.' What sensory 
detail is the author focusing on?

A. Taste
B. Touch
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C. Sound
D. Smell

7. True or False: Using 'vivid imagery' means using enough descriptive words so the reader can draw a 
mental picture of the scene.

A. True
B. False

8. When a writer chooses to write a story in the form of letters between two pen-pals on different 
planets, they are experimenting with ________.

A. Spelling errors
B. Narrative structure
C. Graphic novel panels
D. Rhyming couplets

9. Which sentence pair shows the best use of 'Evaluation' and 'Synthesis' to improve a boring sentence?
A. Boring: The cat sat. Better: The cat sat on the mat.
B. Boring: It was cold. Better: It was very, very cold outside today.
C. Boring: The wind blew. Better: The wind whistled through the keyhole, shivering the shadows.
D. Boring: I felt happy. Better: I felt happy because it was my birthday.

10. True or False: 'Show, Don't Tell' is a technique where you describe a character's actions and feelings 
instead of just stating an emotion.

A. True
B. False
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