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Answer Key: Vivid Voices for Valiant 3rd Grade Writers

Learners sharpen their narrative craft by evaluating complex points of view and synthesizing unique figurative 
language in challenging story scenarios.

1. A story is narrated by an old, rusted bicycle left in a rainy backyard. This is an example of using a 
unique narrative perspective to create:

Answer: C) A specific narrative voice and character personification

Giving an inanimate object thoughts and a voice (personification) is a creative way to build a unique narrative 
perspective.

2. If a writer describes a character's anger by saying 'His words were sharp shards of ice,' they are using 
a _______ to show instead of tell.

Answer: C) Metaphor

A metaphor compares two unlike things directly (words are ice) to create a vivid image without using 'like' or 'as'.

3. True or False: In creative writing, maintaining a 'consistent voice' means the narrator's personality 
should stay the same throughout the story.

Answer: A) True

Consistency in voice helps the reader trust the narrator and understand their specific perspective or attitude.

4. Which of these scenarios demonstrates the most 'originality' for a 3rd-grade fantasy story?

Answer: B) A young chef discovers that her soup can grant people the ability to speak to furniture.

Originality involves subverting tropes or combining ideas in unexpected ways, like magical soup interacting with 
furniture.

5. To create a 'suspenseful' style, a writer might use ________ sentences to make the reader feel the 
character's heartbeat.

Answer: B) Short and choppy

Short, punchy sentences speed up the reading pace and mimic the feeling of anxiety or excitement.
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6. Read this line: 'The thunder grumbled like a hungry giant in the hallway of the clouds.' What sensory 
detail is the author focusing on?

Answer: C) Sound

The word 'grumbled' appeals to the reader's sense of hearing to describe the noise of the thunder.

7. True or False: Using 'vivid imagery' means using enough descriptive words so the reader can draw a 
mental picture of the scene.

Answer: A) True

Vivid imagery relies on sensory details and specific adjectives to make a setting or character feel real.

8. When a writer chooses to write a story in the form of letters between two pen-pals on different 
planets, they are experimenting with ________.

Answer: B) Narrative structure

Narrative structure refers to how the story is built; an epistolary (letter-based) format is a specific structural choice.

9. Which sentence pair shows the best use of 'Evaluation' and 'Synthesis' to improve a boring sentence?

Answer: C) Boring: The wind blew. Better: The wind whistled through the keyhole, shivering the shadows.

Option C uses personification ('whistled') and alliteration ('shivering shadows') to transform a simple fact into a mood.

10. True or False: 'Show, Don't Tell' is a technique where you describe a character's actions and feelings 
instead of just stating an emotion.

Answer: A) True

Instead of saying 'He was nervous,' a writer 'shows' it by saying 'His hands shook as he reached for the doorknob.'
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