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Answer Key: Nail Senior Level Irregular Verb Mastery Quiz

Navigate the shifts in formal linguistic registers by identifying archaic and modern irregular forms within 
high-level academic and literary contexts.

1. In formal academic writing, which sentence correctly utilizes the past participle of a verb indicating 
a sudden increase or growth?

Answer: B) The population had swollen beneath the pressure of urbanization.

While 'swelled' is common for the simple past, the past participle 'swollen' is the traditional choice in formal English 
for the perfect aspect.

2. Choose the correct irregular form to complete the forensic analysis: 'Traces of the chemical were 
______ to the surface during the reaction.'

Answer: A) borne

'Borne' is the past participle of 'bear' used for carrying or transporting, whereas 'born' is reserved specifically for 
birth.

3. True or False: In legal and historical contexts, the past tense of 'tread' is correctly written as 'trod'.

Answer: A) True

The verb 'tread' follows the irregular pattern: tread (present), trod (past), trodden/trod (past participle).

4. Which sentence follows the standard irregular conjugation for the verb 'stride' in the simple past 
tense?

Answer: B) The negotiator strode confidently into the boardroom.

The past tense of 'stride' is 'strode', following a vowel-shift pattern common to many English irregular verbs.

5. Complete the literary observation using the correct form of 'weave': 'The complex themes were 
intricately ______ into the narrative's resolution.'

Answer: C) woven

When referring to the physical or metaphorical interlacing of strands, 'woven' is the preferred irregular past participle.
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6. True or False: Both 'lighted' and 'lit' are considered acceptable irregular past tense forms of the verb 
'light'.

Answer: A) True

The verb 'light' is one of several English verbs that has both a regular (-ed) and an irregular (lit) form that are 
considered correct.

7. Identify the error in the use of an irregular verb in this reflective essay excerpt:

Answer: A) The clock had smote twelve before he realized his error.

The past participle of 'smite' is 'smitten'. 'Smote' is the simple past tense form.

8. Choose the most appropriate word for the sentence: 'The candidate ______ to the occasion and 
delivered a perfect speech.'

Answer: D) rose

'Rose' is the simple past tense of the intransitive irregular verb 'rise'. 'Raised' is the past tense of a different, regular 
verb.

9. True or False: 'Shrank' and 'shrunk' can both be used as the simple past tense, though 'shrunk' is 
often preferred as the past participle.

Answer: A) True

While 'shrank' is standard for simple past, 'shrunk' is frequently used as the simple past in informal contexts and is 
the standard past participle form.

10. Which sentence uses an 'unchanged' irregular verb correctly in a high-stakes context?

Answer: B) The government set the interest rates early last year.

The verb 'set' is an unchanged irregular verb, meaning it remains 'set' in the present, past, and past participle forms.
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