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Answer Key: Sift Through the Shift: Grade 12 Critical Reading Challenge

Examine rhetorical nuance and logical fallacies across 10 complex prompts involving historical speeches, 
scientific abstracts, and socio-political commentary.

1. In W.E.B. Du Bois’s 'The Souls of Black Folk,' he discusses 'double consciousness.' To critically read this 
concept, which analytical lens is most effective for identifying the author's underlying assumptions?

Answer: B) Evaluating the socio-historical tension between internal identity and external perception

Critical reading at this level requires analyzing the philosophical and sociological framework (double consciousness) 
to understand how the author’s perspective is shaped by their environment.

2. True or False: When a scientific abstract mentions a 'significant correlation,' a critical reader must 
accept this as definitive proof of a causal relationship.

Answer: B) False

A key tenet of critical reading is distinguishing between correlation and causation; 'significance' often refers to 
statistical probability, not a proven cause-and-effect link.

3. When examining a politician's use of a 'straw man' argument to deflect criticism from a policy, a 
critical reader is identifying a failure in _______.

Answer: B) Logical integrity

A straw man is a logical fallacy. Identifying fallacies is a core component of evaluating the integrity and validity of an 
argument.

4. Consider Virginia Woolf’s use of 'stream of consciousness' in 'Mrs. Dalloway.' How does this stylistic 
choice challenge a reader’s ability to find an objective 'fact' within the narrative?

Answer: B) It forces the reader to filter reality through a subjective, shifting psyche

Critical reading involves recognizing how narrative style—like stream of consciousness—blurs the line between 
objective fact and subjective experience.

5. True or False: Identifying 'omitted information' is as important to critical reading as analyzing the 
information provided in the text.

Answer: A) True
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Critical readers look for gaps, silences, or excluded perspectives (marginalized voices or data) to determine if the 
author's argument is biased or incomplete.

6. An editorial that uses 'loaded language' such as 'disastrous' or 'visionary' without providing support-
ing data is primarily relying on _______ to persuade the reader.

Answer: B) Pathos

Loaded language targets emotions rather than logic; identifying this shift from evidence to emotion is a key evaluative 
skill.

7. Which of the following represents an 'inferential leap' rather than a direct textual fact when reading 
a legal opinion?

Answer: C) Assuming the judge’s personal upbringing influenced their interpretation of the law

Inferential leaps go beyond what is explicitly stated. While potentially true, it requires synthesis and external context 
that the text itself does not confirm.

8. True or False: A primary goal of critical reading is to reach a state of 'neutrality' where the reader 
has no opinion on the text whatsoever.

Answer: B) False

Critical reading isn't about remaining neutral; it's about making informed, evidence-based judgments and recogniz-
ing one’s own biases during the reading process.

9. In her essay 'The White Album,' Joan Didion writes, 'We tell ourselves stories in order to live.' Critically 
analyzing this statement requires the reader to evaluate the _______ of narrative construction.

Answer: A) Utility

This requires evaluating the function (utility) of storytelling in human psychology, a high-level application of critical 
reading to abstract concepts.

10. If a documentary film uses somber orchestral music during a sequence about industrialization, a 
critical viewer (reading the 'visual text') should recognize this as:

Answer: C) An aesthetic choice designed to influence the viewer’s emotional response

Critical reading extends to multi-modal texts. Recognizing how non-verbal elements like music are used to frame an 
argument is essential for media literacy.
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