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Answer Key: When the Past Strikes Back: A 7th Grade Irregular Verbs 
Case

Learners sharpen their linguistic precision by synthesizing complex tense shifts across 10 challenging syntax 
and usage scenarios.

1. In a formal architectural critique, which sentence correctly utilizes the past participle to describe a 
historical structure?

Answer: A) The sanctuary had withstood centuries of erosion before the restoration began.

The verb 'withstand' follows the pattern of 'stand.' The past tense and past participle are both 'withstood.' Options 
B, C, and D use non-standard inflections.

2. Select the correct sequence of verbs to complete this narrative: 'The diplomat ____ the secret docu-
ments to the meeting after he had ____ the gravity of the situation.'

Answer: C) brought / thought

'Bring' becomes 'brought' in the past tense, and 'think' becomes 'thought' as a past participle. These are irregular 
verbs where the final consonant cluster changes significantly.

3. True or False: In the sentence 'The price of the vintage relic has risen significantly,' the verb 'risen' 
is an intransitive irregular verb used correctly in the present perfect tense.

Answer: A) True

'Rise' is an irregular intransitive verb (rise/rose/risen). 'Risen' is the correct past participle used with the auxiliary 'has' 
for the present perfect tense.

4. Which of these sentences demonstrates a 'Vowel Shift' irregular verb in the past tense to describe a 
sudden realization?

Answer: B) A sudden realization struck the detective during the interview.

The verb 'strike' undergoes a vowel shift to become 'struck' in the past tense. While 'blew' also shifts, 'struck' is the 
primary irregular shift used to describe the realization in this context.

5. Identify the set that correctly completes this complex sentence: 'Once the bell had ____, the choir ____ 
the anthem while the sun ____ over the horizon.'
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Answer: C) rung / sang / rose

This requires synthesis of three different irregular patterns: 'ring' (past participle 'rung' after 'had'), 'sing' (simple past 
'sang'), and 'rise' (simple past 'rose').

6. True or False: The verb 'to broadcast' is an irregular verb that can either remain 'broadcast' or become 
'broadcasted' in the past tense, depending on modern stylistic preferences.

Answer: A) True

'Broadcast' is a compound of 'cast' (which is unchanged). While 'broadcast' is the traditional irregular form, 'broad-
casted' has become acceptable in modern usage, making it a unique hybrid case.

7. Analyze the following sentence: 'The athlete has strove to break the record.' Why is this sentence 
grammatically incorrect?

Answer: A) The verb 'strove' is the past tense form, but the past participle 'striven' is required after 'has'.

Strive is irregular: strive (present), strove (past), striven (past participle). Perfect tenses require the past participle 
form.

8. Complete the sentence with the appropriate irregular forms: 'The tailor ____ the silk fabric after he 
had ____ a better design for the gala.'

Answer: B) cut / sought

'Cut' is an unchanged irregular verb (cut/cut/cut). 'Seek' is a complex irregular verb that becomes 'sought' in both 
the past and past participle forms.

9. Which sentence uses an irregular verb to express a hypothesis in the subjunctive mood?

Answer: C) If he were king, he would mandate a day of rest.

The verb 'be' is completely irregular. In the subjunctive mood (expressing a wish or hypothetical), 'were' is used 
regardless of the subject's number.

10. True or False: The irregular verb 'to weave' has two distinct past participle forms—'woven' and 
'weaved'—used in different contexts (textiles vs. movement).

Answer: A) True

This is a nuance of English grammar: 'Woven' is typically used for cloth/arts, while 'weaved' is often used when 
describing a car weaving through traffic.
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