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Answer Key: Lexical Architecture Quiz for College Scholars

Scholars deconstruct complex academic terminology through morphological analysis to strengthen interdis-
ciplinary reading comprehension and professional writing precision.

1. In the context of historical linguistics, the term 'anachronism' contains the Greek root 'chron'. Based 
on your knowledge of temporal morphemes, what does an anachronism represent?

Answer: B) A person or thing that is chronologically out of place

The root 'chron' means time, and the prefix 'ana-' suggests 'against' or 'back'. Therefore, an anachronism is something 
existing outside of its proper historical time.

2. The philosophical concept of '________ism' refers to the belief that pleasure is the primary or intrinsic 
good. (Select the prefix/root combination that fits)

Answer: B) Hedon

The Greek root 'hedone' means pleasure. Combined with the suffix '-ism' (a practice or system), it forms 'hedonism'.

3. The prefix 'anthropo-' in the word 'anthropocentric' refers to the study of ancient fossils.

Answer: B) False

False. The root 'anthropo-' means human or mankind; 'anthropocentric' describes a perspective that views humans 
as the central element of existence.

4. Consider the word 'equivocal.' If 'equi-' means equal and 'voc' means voice or call, what is an author 
doing when they use equivocal language?

Answer: C) Speaking with 'equal voices' to remain ambiguous or undecided

To be equivocal is to use language that allows for multiple interpretations, effectively giving 'equal voice' to different 
meanings to avoid commitment to one.

5. In medical and biological discourse, the suffix '________' is used to denote an inflammation, such as in 
the word 'encephalitis'.

Answer: B) -itis
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The suffix '-itis' specifically denotes inflammation of a specified part of the body (e.g., encephalitis is inflammation of 
the brain).

6. In the word 'omnipresent,' the prefix 'omni-' signifies 'all' or 'everywhere.'

Answer: A) True

True. The Latin prefix 'omni-' means all; thus, omnipresent means present everywhere at once.

7. A student describes a protagonist’s 'loquacious' nature. Identifying the root 'loqu' (to speak), what 
is the student analyzing?

Answer: B) The character's tendency to be talkative

The root 'loqu' (or 'locut') means to speak. 'Loquacious' refers to someone who is very talkative or wordy.

8. To 'abnegate' responsibility involves the prefix 'ab-'. In collegiate vocabulary, this prefix usually 
indicates ________.

Answer: C) Away from or denying

The Latin prefix 'ab-' means away from or off. To abnegate is to renounce or reject a right or responsibility.

9. The root 'morph' in 'amorphous' refers to the concept of sleep or dreams.

Answer: B) False

False. The root 'morph' means form or shape. 'Amorphous' means without a clearly defined shape or form (the prefix 
'a-' means without).

10. Analyze the word 'peripatetic.' If the prefix 'peri-' means around and the root 'pat' relates to walking, 
which professional would most likely be described this way?

Answer: C) An itinerant instructor traveling between different campuses

Peripatetic means traveling from place to place, especially working in several establishments and traveling between 
them. This stems from the Aristotelian practice of walking around while teaching.
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