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Answer Key: Assertive Adverbs: Advanced 7th Grade Analysis

Students tackle high-level linguistic evaluation by deconstructing how specific adverbial shifts alter the subtle 
subtext of complex argumentative prose.

1. In the sentence, 'The diplomat strategically conceded the minor point to secure the larger treaty,' 
how does the adverb 'strategically' function to change the reader's perception of the action?

Answer: B) It implies the action was a calculated move within a broader plan.

'Strategically' is an adverb of manner that adds a layer of intent and planning to the verb 'conceded,' shifting the 
meaning from a simple loss to a tactical choice.

2. Choose the adverb of degree that most logically completes this skeptical critique: 'The scientist's 
claims were ______ ambitious, lacking the empirical data required for such a radical theory.'

Answer: C) overly

'Overly' is an adverb of degree that modifies the adjective 'ambitious,' providing the necessary intensification to 
support the critical tone of the sentence.

3. In the phrase 'The clock chimed hourly,' the word 'hourly' is an adverb of place because it describes 
where the sound occurs.

Answer: B) False

'Hourly' is an adverb of frequency (or time), as it describes how often the chiming occurs, not the physical location.

4. Which of the following sentences utilizes an adverb to modify another adverb, rather than a verb?

Answer: A) The architect designed the skyscraper quite ingeniously.

In sentence A, 'quite' is an adverb of degree modifying the adverb 'ingeniously.' In D, 'exceptionally' modifies an 
adjective ('jagged').

5. Identify the adverb of frequency in this historical analysis: 'During the Renaissance, scholars seldom 
questioned established ancient texts without significant evidence.'

Answer: C) Seldom

'Seldom' is an adverb of frequency that describes how rarely the action of questioning occurred.
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6. Analyze the following: 'The protagonist moved stealthily through the shadows.' If 'stealthily' were 
replaced with 'haphazardly,' how would the characterization change?

Answer: B) The character would appear more careless or disorganized.

'Haphazardly' implies a lack of order or care, radically shifting the character's persona from a calculated mover to a 
disorganized one.

7. The word 'fast' can function as both an adjective and an adverb depending on syntax, such as in 'He 
is a fast runner' vs. 'He runs fast.'

Answer: A) True

This is true; 'fast' is a flat adverb that does not take the '-ly' ending, serving as an adjective when modifying the noun 
'runner' and an adverb when modifying the verb 'runs'.

8. Identify the sentence that contains an adverb of place that functions to set a specific scene.

Answer: A) The ancestors traveled westward in search of fertile soil.

'Westward' is a directional adverb of place that specifies where the movement occurred.

9. In the sentence 'The judge listened ______ to the witness's testimony before making a ruling,' which 
adverb of manner conveys the highest level of scrutiny?

Answer: B) intently

'Intently' implies deep concentration and careful attention, which fits a scenario of high-level legal scrutiny.

10. Evaluate the use of the adverb in this sentence: 'The paradox was seemingly unsolvable.' What is 
the effect of 'seemingly'?

Answer: B) It suggests that although it looked unsolvable, a solution might exist.

'Seemingly' is an adverb used to qualify a statement, suggesting a distinction between appearance and reality.
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