
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer Key: Sixth Grade Rhetorical Essay Challenge

Can you distinguish a nuanced argument from a biased narrative? Synthesize complex writing structures by 
analyzing high-level rhetorical scenarios.

1. A writer examines the socio-economic impact of the Silk Road on 14th-century Mediterranean trade 
without taking a side. Which essay structure is most appropriate?

Answer: B) Expository

Expository writing focuses on explaining and informing through facts and logical structures without attempting to 
sway the reader's opinion.

2. In a high-level argumentative essay, the writer must include a ________ to acknowledge the opposing 
view before proving it wrong.

Answer: C) Counterargument

A counterargument is a critical component of advanced argumentation used to demonstrate a comprehensive 
understanding of the topic and strengthen the author's own claim.

3. True or False: A descriptive essay about the deep-sea hydrothermal vents should prioritize chrono-
logical storytelling over spatial organization.

Answer: B) False

Descriptive essays usually use spatial organization (top to bottom, left to right) or sensory importance rather than 
chronological order, which is the hallmark of narrative writing.

4. If you are writing a piece for a scientific journal explaining the molecular structure of synthetic 
diamonds, what is your primary objective?

Answer: C) To analyze and convey technical information

Explaining technical data and structures is the 'analysis' component of expository writing, common in scientific and 
academic contexts.

5. A narrative essay focused on a character’s internal growth often employs a __________, which repre-
sents the turning point or highest emotional intensity.

Answer: A) Climax
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The climax is the structural high point of a narrative where the conflict reaches peak intensity, leading to the 
resolution.

6. Which of these essay prompts requires the highest level of 'Synthesis'—combining different ideas to 
form a new theory?

Answer: D) Evaluate how urban architecture influences social interactions using three case studies.

Evaluating and connecting multiple case studies to form a conclusion about social interaction requires high-level 
synthesis and evaluation skills.

7. True or False: In a persuasive essay regarding the ethics of space exploration, 'emotional appeals' 
(pathos) are universally more effective than 'logical facts' (logos).

Answer: B) False

While pathos is a tool of persuasion, advanced academic and professional persuasive writing relies more heavily on 
logos (reason/evidence) to build a credible argument.

8. When a descriptive essay uses 'onomatopoeia' and 'personification' to describe a thunderstorm, it is 
utilizing ________ language to engage the reader.

Answer: C) Figurative

Figurative language, such as personification, moves beyond literal meanings to create vivid, sensory experiences for 
the reader in descriptive writing.

9. An essay evaluating whether the Industrial Revolution was 'progress' or 'destruction' must prioritize 
which of the following?

Answer: B) A multifaceted analysis of evidence

Evaluating deep historical impact requires an argumentative or analytical framework that weighs various types of 
evidence side-by-side.

10. True or False: A narrative essay's 'voice' or 'tone' can be just as important as the events that occur 
in the plot.

Answer: A) True

In 6th grade and beyond, students learn that the 'how' of a narrative—its mood and authorial voice—dictates how 
the audience perceives the meaning of the story.
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