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Do You Have the Stoic Resolve to Conquer This 12th Grade Philosophy Challenge?

Engage with the rigorous logic of the Hellenistic schools and the Pre-Socratics to prove your mastery of 
complex dialectics and metaphysical theories.

1. In Heraclitus’s metaphysical framework, the concept of 'Logos' serves as the underlying principle of 
the universe. How does his famous illustrative example regarding a river synthesize his view on the 
nature of reality?

A. It suggests that because the water is always moving, the river has no true identifiable essence.
B. It argues that stability is an illusion and that conflict between opposites is the driver of existence.
C. It demonstrates that humans can only perceive the physical world, not the divine Logos.
D. It proves that the universe is a static entity governed by unchanging mathematical laws.

2. Zeno of Elea developed several paradoxes to defend the monism of Parmenides. His paradox of the 
________ intended to prove that motion is impossible because an object must reach the halfway point 
before reaching its destination.

A. Tortoise
B. Arrow
C. Dichotomy
D. Stadium

3. Epicurus taught that 'ataraxia' is the highest state of human happiness, which is achieved specifically 
through the pursuit of intense, short-term physical pleasures.

A. True
B. False

4. Democritus and Leucippus proposed an early version of atomism. According to their theory, what is 
the primary cause of the variety of objects we perceive in the macro-world?

A. The intervention of gods who direct the movement of particles.
B. The different shapes, sizes, and arrangements of indivisible particles in a void.
C. The ratio of the four fundamental elements: earth, air, fire, and water.
D. The teleological 'final cause' that pulls matter toward its perfected state.

5. The Stoic philosopher Epictetus emphasized the 'dichotomy of control.' In his work 'The Enchiridion,' 
he argues that our internal ________ are within our power, while our external circumstances are not.

A. Sensory perceptions
B. Material possessions
C. Social reputations
D. Opinions and desires
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6. Thales of Miletus, often called the first philosopher, proposed that the 'arche' or fundamental 
substance of all things was Fire.

A. True
B. False

7. Sextus Empiricus and the Pyrrhonist school of thought advocated for 'epoché.' What is the functional 
goal of this practice in their philosophical life?

A. To achieve absolute certainty through mathematical proof.
B. To suspend judgment in order to reach a state of mental unperturbedness.
C. To identify which political system is objectively the most just.
D. To classify all known biological species into rigid categories.

8. Modern political theory often critiques the Sophists. One of the most famous Sophists, Protagoras, 
famously claimed that ________ is the measure of all things, implying a radical moral relativism.

A. God
B. Logic
C. Man
D. Nature

9. Plotinus, the founder of Neoplatonism, argued that the entire universe emanative from a single, 
transcendent source called 'The One.'

A. True
B. False

10. Diogenes the Cynic famously lived in a ceramic jar and practiced 'askēsis.' What was the primary 
objective of his public performance of poverty and social transgression?

A. To earn enough money through begging to fund his school.
B. To demonstrate that true virtue is living in accordance with nature rather than social convention.
C. To protest the lack of affordable housing in ancient Athens.
D. To prepare for a military career by hardening his body against the elements.
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