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Stranger Times: 8th Grade Quest Through Modern US History

Step into the shoes of a policy advisor to analyze shifting global alliances, domestic crises, and the digital 
revolution through complex scenarios.

1. Which 1970s event significantly undermined public trust in the federal government's transparency 
regarding the Vietnam War, leading to a landmark Supreme Court case?

A. The signing of the SALT I Treaty
B. The publication of the Pentagon Papers
C. The Camp David Accords
D. The Three Mile Island accident

2. Completed in 1977, the ______________ was a major engineering project designed to reduce American 
dependence on foreign oil following the 1973 OPEC embargo.

A. Keystone XL Initiative
B. Hoover Dam Retrofit
C. Trans-Alaska Pipeline System
D. Tennessee Valley Expansion

3. The 1994 passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) was designed to eliminate 
most tariffs between the United States, Canada, and Mexico.

A. True
B. False

4. In the late 1980s, the 'Iran-Contra Affair' involved a secret and illegal operation by members of the 
Reagan administration to:

A. Fund anti-communist rebels in Nicaragua using proceeds from arms sales to Iran
B. Assassinate leaders of the Soviet Union to end the Cold War
C. Establish a military base in the Persian Gulf without Congressional approval
D. Bypass environmental laws to drill for oil in protected waters

5. The 1992 Los Angeles Riots were largely sparked by the acquittal of police officers involved in the 
beating of ______________, highlighting deep-seated racial tensions in urban America.

A. Emmett Till
B. Rodney King
C. Medgar Evers
D. Thurgood Marshall

6. The 'Contract with America' was a 1994 legislative agenda proposed by the Democratic Party to 
expand social welfare programs during the Clinton presidency.

A. True

Powered by sheetworks Page 1 of 2



Name: ________________ Date: ________________

B. False

7. How did the 1978 Supreme Court case Regents of the University of California v. Bakke impact 
American social policy?

A. It legalized school segregation in Northern states
B. It ruled that racial quotas in college admissions were unconstitutional but allowed race as a factor
C. It banned the use of any affirmative action programs in the workplace
D. It granted the federal government control over state university budgets

8. Following the 9/11 attacks, the ______________ was passed in 2001, significantly expanding the govern-
ment's surveillance powers to detect and prevent terrorism.

A. Sherman Antitrust Act
B. USA PATRIOT Act
C. War Powers Resolution
D. Civil Rights Act of 2004

9. The 1989 fall of the Berlin Wall and the 'Velvet Revolution' in Czechoslovakia were symbolic of what 
major global shift?

A. The beginning of the Great Depression
B. The expansion of the Warsaw Pact
C. The collapse of Soviet-backed communist regimes in Eastern Europe
D. The start of the Korean War

10. In the 2000 Presidential election, the Supreme Court case Bush v. Gore ultimately halted a manual 
recount in Florida, effectively deciding the presidency.

A. True
B. False
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