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College Essay Type Tech and Tactics Quiz

Analyze rhetorical patterns and stylistic shifts required for advanced academic assignments like synthesis
papers and analytical reviews.

1. A writer examines the socioeconomic impact of the Great Green Wall initiative in Africa by synthe-
sizing peer-reviewed data and geopolitical outcomes. This approach primarily exemplifies which essay
type?

A. Narrative with allegorical intent

B. Descriptive focused on topographical detail

C. Expository through objective synthesis

D. Persuasive based on anecdotal evidence

2. In a formal argumentative essay, it is academically sound to address a 'straw man' version of a
counterargument to strengthen the validity of your own claim.

A. True

B. False

3. Unlike a standard persuasive piece, an academic ______ essay requires the writer to acknowledge
complexities and use evidence to resolve a specific intellectual conflict between two theories.

A. descriptive

B. argumentative

C. narrative

D. memoir

4. If an author uses Zadie Smith’s 'White Teeth' to illustrate the intersection of post-colonialism and
domestic life, they are likely engaging in which specific sub-type of descriptive writing?

A. Literary character analysis

B. Technical manual reporting

C. Biographical chronology

D. Auto-ethnographic narrative

5. An expository essay's primary function is to interpret a set of facts according to the author's
subjective emotional state.

A. True
B. False

6. When a student writes about their transition from rural life to a tech-centric university through the
lens of 'third-space’ theory, they are blending conventions with theoretical analysis.

A. expository
B. persuasive

Powered by sheetworks Page 1 of 2



Name: Date:

C. narrative
D. argumentative

7. Identify the essay type that would best suit a prompt asking for an 'in-depth comparison of the
Keynesian and Hayekian economic models regarding 21st-century inflation.’

A. Reflective Narrative

B. Expository Comparison/Contrast

C. Creative Descriptive

D. Personal Persuasion

8. The use of 'pathos' (emotional appeal) is generally the most prioritized element in a peer-reviewed
academic argumentative essay.

A. True
B. False
9. In a medicine-focused descriptive essay, the writer must use precise terminology to detail the

physiological response to a specific catalyst rather than simple metaphors.
A. technical
B. whimsical
C. narrative
D. anecdotal

10. What is the primary difference between a persuasive essay and an argumentative essay in a
higher-education context?
A. Persuasive essays require no evidence at all.
B. Argumentative essays focus on personal opinion only.
C. Argumentative essays require rigorous examination of counterarguments and empirical evidence.
D. Persuasive essays are always longer than argumentative essays.
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