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Answer Key: Sonics and Social Shifts: A 10th Grade Music Analysis Audit

How does a discordant chord mirror a social revolution? Critique the intersection of avant-garde composition 
and cultural upheaval.

1. In the context of Arnold Schoenberg's 'Pierrot Lunaire,' how does the use of 'Sprechstimme' function 
as a departure from traditional vocal performance?

Answer: B) It blurs the line between speech and song to enhance expressionist angst.

Sprechstimme is a vocal technique where the performer follows the rhythm but only approximates the pitch, creating 
an eerie, heightened emotional state central to Expressionism.

2. The philosophical shift toward 'Sound Objects,' where any recorded noise can be treated as a musical 
element, was pioneered by Pierre Schaeffer in a genre known as ________.

Answer: C) Musique Concrète

Musique Concrète utilizes recorded sounds as primary material, moving away from traditional instrumentation and 
toward the sonic environment as art.

3. True or False: In J.S. Bach’s 'The Art of Fugue,' the primary focus of appreciation is the emotional 
narrative of the melody rather than the complex mathematical counterpoint.

Answer: B) False

While it can be emotional, 'The Art of Fugue' is celebrated largely for its structural rigor and the intellectual depth of 
its contrapuntal exploration.

4. When analyzing a Fela Kuti composition, why is it essential to consider the 'polyrhythmic' relation-
ship between the percussion and the bass line?

Answer: B) To understand how Afrobeat layers distinct rhythms to create a unified groove.

Polyrhythms are a hallmark of Afrobeat, where multiple independent rhythms coexist to create a complex, driving 
rhythmic foundation.

5. True or False: The use of the 'Tristan Chord' in Richard Wagner's opera is historically significant 
because it delayed resolution for hours, signaling the breakdown of traditional tonality.

Answer: A) True
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The Tristan Chord is a pivot point in music history, as its lack of immediate resolution moved Western music toward 
the chromaticism of the early 20th century.

6. In the appreciation of Indonesian Gamelan music, the concept of 'colotomic structure' refers to the 
use of specific instruments to mark ________.

Answer: B) Nested time cycles

Colotomic structure involves instruments like the gong marking specific points in a repeating rhythmic cycle, defining 
the architecture of the piece.

7. How does the 'Sinfonia' of Luciano Berio reflect a Postmodern approach to music appreciation?

Answer: C) By collaging citations from Mahler and Samuel Beckett into a new narrative.

Berio’s Sinfonia is a seminal postmodern work that uses musical and literary quotation (collage) to create layers of 
meaning and historical dialogue.

8. Steve Reich’s 'Music for 18 Musicians' utilizes a process called ________, where repetitive patterns slowly 
shift out of sync to create new sonic textures.

Answer: B) Phasing

Phasing is a key technique in Minimalism where two identical parts played at slightly different speeds create evolving 
interference patterns.

9. True or False: A 'deconstructive' analysis of a piece involves identifying how its internal contradic-
tions challenge the assumed unity of its genre.

Answer: A) True

Deconstruction in musicology looks at how a work might undermine its own structural or cultural logic, revealing 
deeper layers of complexity.

10. What is the primary aesthetic goal of 'Spectralism' in composers like Gérard Grisey?

Answer: B) To use the mathematical properties of overtones as the basis for composition.

Spectralism focuses on the physics of sound (the harmonic spectrum) to generate the pitch and temporal organiza-
tion of the music.
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