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Answer Key: Lexical Nuance: Advanced Adjective Analysis for College
Scholars

Synthesize complex descriptive hierarchies and evaluate semantic shifts in academic prose to refine high-level
rhetorical precision.

1. In the sentence 'The candidate’s Kafkaesque encounter with the bureaucracy left him disillusioned,’
the adjective 'Kafkaesque' serves what primary rhetorical function?

Answer: B) An allusive descriptor characterizing a nightmarish complexity

Proper adjectives derived from literature (eponymous adjectives) like 'Kafkaesque' function as allusive descriptors to
convey complex thematic qualities concisely.

2. Consider the semantic difference: 'The findings were significant’ vs. 'The findings were
Fill in the blanks with the correct grammatical terms for these positions.

Answer: A) Attributive; Predicative

An adjective placed before the noun is 'attributive,' while an adjective following a linking verb that describes the
subject is 'predicative.’

3. True or False: In the phrase 'the court martial,’ the word 'martial’ is a postpositive adjective.

Answer: A) True

Postpositive adjectives follow the noun they modify, a structure common in legal or archaic English loanphrases from
French.

4. Identify the 'absolute adjective' in the following list—a word that, grammatically speaking, generally
should not be intensified or compared.

Answer: C) Unique

Absolute adjectives like 'unique,’ 'dead,’ or 'infinite' represent a total state that logically precludes degrees of
comparison.

5. The standard Royal Order of Adjectives suggests that 'the vase' is the most syntac-
tically natural sequence.

Answer: B) large antique blue
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English adjective order typically follows Size (large), then Age (antique), then Color (blue).
6. True or False: A participial adjective is an adjective that is formed from a verb and ends in -ing or -ed.
Answer: A) True
Participial adjectives like 'exasperated' or 'invigorating' function as descriptors but originate from verbal roots.
7. Which sentence utilizes a 'substantive adjective' (an adjective acting as a noun)?
Answer: B) Fortune favors the brave.

In 'the brave,' the adjective serves as a collective noun, representing a class of people.

8. In technical writing, a ‘compound adjective’ like 'energy-efficient’ requires a when it precedes
the noun it modifies.

Answer: C) Hyphen

Compound adjectives are hyphenated when they act as a single unit of meaning before a noun to avoid ambiguity.

9. Analyze the use of 'the former' and 'the latter.' These are classified as which type of adjective?

Answer: B) Demonstrative

Former and latter are demonstrative adjectives used to point out specific items in a previously mentioned sequence.

10. True or False: The adjective 'ubiquitous' is a quantitative adjective because it refers to the frequency
of an object.

Answer: B) False

'Ubiquitous' is a descriptive adjective regarding presence/quality; quantitative adjectives specify an actual amount
or number.
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