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Answer Key: Subtle Nuance, Stark Impact: 9th Grade Advanced Adjec-
tives Challenge
Engage with complex syntactical positioning and the semantic weight of cumulative versus coordinate 
modifiers in sophisticated literary contexts.

1. In the phrase 'the cold, relentless, indifferent sea,' how do the adjectives function stylistically, and 
why is the punctuation necessary?

Answer: B) They are coordinate adjectives that modify the noun independently and require commas.

Coordinate adjectives are of equal weight and independently modify the noun; you can test this by reversing their 
order or placing 'and' between them.

2. Choose the most precise adjective to complete the sentence: 'The protagonist’s ______ plan relied on 
the precise synchronization of three separate events.'

Answer: A) Labyrinthine

'Labyrinthine' captures the complexity and engineered intricacy required for 'precise synchronization' better than the 
more informal or vague alternatives.

3. True or False: In the sentence 'The stars, ancient and cold, watched over the desert,' the adjectives 
'ancient and cold' are considered post-positive adjectives used for literary scaffolding.

Answer: A) True

Post-positive adjectives follow the noun they modify, a technique often used in high-level literature to create a specific 
rhythmic or atmospheric effect.

4. Identify the logical error in the following superlative construction: 'Of the two architectural designs 
presented, the sleekest one was chosen for the urban renewal project.'

Answer: B) The adjective 'sleekest' should be 'sleeker' because the superlative degree is reserved for three 
or more items.

When comparing exactly two items, the comparative degree (-er) must be used. The superlative degree (-est) is strictly 
for groups of three or more.

5. Identify the type of adjective used in this sentence: 'That former policy remains the primary obstacle 
to progress.'
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Answer: D) Sequential / Limiting

'Former' functions as a limiting or sequential adjective because it identifies which policy is being discussed based on 
its order in time.

6. True or False: In the category of 'cumulative adjectives,' the order of words is flexible and can be 
changed without impacting the clarity of the sentence.

Answer: B) False

Unlike coordinate adjectives, cumulative adjectives must follow a specific conventional order (e.g., size before color). 
Changing the order usually results in an ungrammatical sounding phrase.

7. Evaluate the use of the adjective 'unique' in this sentence: 'Her perspective was the most unique of 
all the scholars in the symposium.' Why is this grammatically contested?

Answer: A) Because 'unique' is an absolute adjective that denotes an 'all-or-nothing' state.

Absolute adjectives (like unique, dead, or square) represent a total state; something cannot be 'more' or 'most' of that 
state.

8. Complete the sequence with the correct comparative form: 'While the first draft was caustic, the 
second revision was even ______.'

Answer: A) More caustic

Multi-syllabic adjectives typically use 'more' to form the comparative degree rather than the suffix -er.

9. True or False: The word 'those' in the phrase 'those sprawling suburbs' functions as a demonstrative 
adjective because it specifies which noun is being discussed.

Answer: A) True

Demonstrative adjectives (this, that, these, those) indicate the proximity or specific identity of the noun relative to 
the speaker.

10. In the phrase 'the charred, ancient parchment,' how does the juxtaposition of these adjectives 
enhance meaning?

Answer: B) The adjectives create a sensory contrast between the object's history and its current physical state.

High-school level analysis focuses on how adjectives do not just describe, but create mood; here, 'charred' (past 
condition) and 'ancient' (age) provide a multi-layered narrative for the object.
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