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A Constitutional Cook-Off: Whipping Up the Early Republic for Grade 12

Recall the structural ingredients and early administrative spices that transformed thirteen colonies into a 
unified federal flavor profile.

1. Which procedural rule during the 1787 Constitutional Convention was intended to allow delegates 
to speak their minds freely without fear of public retribution?

A. The Rule of Secrecy
B. The Right of Habeas Corpus
C. The gag rule on slavery
D. The Public Accountability Clause

2. True or False: Under the Articles of Confederation, the national government lacked a separate 
executive branch to enforce acts of Congress.

A. True
B. False

3. In his 'Farewell Address,' George Washington famously warned the young nation against the dangers 
of ________.

A. unregulated westward expansion
B. permanent foreign alliances
C. the abolition of the slave trade
D. increasing the size of the Navy

4. Which early political party, led by Thomas Jefferson, championed a strict constructionist interpreta-
tion of the Constitution?

A. The Whig Party
B. The Federalist Party
C. The Democratic-Republicans
D. The Bull Moose Party

5. The ____________ represented a compromise between those who wanted the President elected by 
Congress and those who wanted a direct popular vote.

A. Three-Fifths Clause
B. Connecticut Compromise
C. Electoral College
D. Judiciary Act of 1789

6. True or False: The Anti-Federalists were the primary supporters of the Constitution's ratification 
because they wanted a stronger central government.

A. True
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B. False

7. The passage of the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was significant because it established a clear 
process for:

A. The immediate abolition of slavery in all states
B. Admitting new states to the Union on equal footing
C. Taxing exports to pay off Revolutionary War debt
D. Establishing a national bank

8. To gain support for his financial plan, Alexander Hamilton agreed to move the nation's capital to the 
________.

A. South (Potomac River)
B. North (New York City)
C. West (Ohio River Valley)
D. Center (Philadelphia)

9. True or False: The Bill of Rights was originally part of the Constitution when it was signed in 
Philadelphia in 1787.

A. True
B. False

10. Which event most directly demonstrated the federal government's new power to enforce national 
laws under the Constitution?

A. The XYZ Affair
B. The Boston Tea Party
C. The Whiskey Rebellion
D. The Proclamation of 1763
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