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Answer Key: Invisible Strings and Loud Silences: 3rd Grade Drama 
Analysis Quiz

Examine 10 complex scenarios to analyze character motives, stage directions, and subtext in scripts like 'The 
Stone Soup' and 'The Brave Little Weaver'.

1. In the play 'The Brave Little Weaver,' a stage direction reads: [He looks at the giant, then quickly hides 
his shaking hands behind his back]. What does this reveal about his character?

Answer: A) He is trying to look brave even though he is actually terrified.

This is an example of 'subtext' where the character's physical actions contradict their outward appearance to show 
internal fear.

2. In a script, if a character has a 'monologue,' it means they are having a fast-paced argument with 
three other characters on stage.

Answer: B) False

A monologue is a long speech by a single character, often used to express their inner thoughts to the audience.

3. In the play 'The North Wind and the Sun,' the North Wind constantly brags about his power. This 
behavior identifies his ________.

Answer: B) Character trait

Evaluating how a character speaks and acts allows us to identify their traits, such as arrogance or pride.

4. If a play about 'The Stone Soup' ends with the villagers sharing a feast, but one character stands 
alone in the corner refusing to eat, what is the author likely evaluating?

Answer: A) The theme of how greed can cause isolation.

By analyzing the resolution of the plot, we can determine the theme or lesson the author wants the audience to learn.

5. The 'climax' of a dramatic work is the part of the story where the conflict is at its highest point and 
most exciting moment.

Answer: A) True
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The climax is the structural turning point of the script where the main character faces their greatest challenge.

6. An author uses ________ to tell the actors where to move, how to speak, or what the stage looks like 
without using spoken dialogue.

Answer: B) Stage directions

Stage directions provide essential information for analyzing the physical and emotional context of a scene.

7. In a play where a character loses their lucky charm but realizes they didn't need it to succeed, what 
type of character development has occurred?

Answer: B) Internal change

Internal change happens when a character's beliefs or confidence levels shift during the narrative arc.

8. The 'setting' of a dramatic work only refers to the time the play takes place, never the physical 
location.

Answer: B) False

Setting includes both time and place, and it significantly affects how characters behave and what challenges they 
face.

9. When two characters are arguing about who gets to wear a golden crown, they are engaging in the 
________ of the play.

Answer: B) Conflict

Conflict is the struggle between opposing forces that drives the plot forward in dramatic works.

10. Why might a playwright choose to have a character speak to the audience while other characters 
'freeze' on stage?

Answer: C) To reveal a secret thought that other characters shouldn't hear.

This is a dramatic device used to create 'dramatic irony' or to synthesize the character's true feelings for the audience.
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