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Unmasking the Anti-Hero! 9th Grade Psychological Profile & Character Analysis Quiz

Beyond identifying traits — students dissect internal contradictions and moral gray areas through 10 rigorous
items exploring motivation and narrative agency.

1. Which analytical lens focuses on how a character's subconscious desires and childhood experiences
shape their current behavior within a narrative?

A. Historical Criticism

B. Psychoanalytic Criticism

C. Archetypal Analysis

D. Formalist Critique

2. A character who changes significantly throughout the story is 'dynamic,’ but which term describes
a character whose multifaceted traits often contradict one another?

A. Static character

B. Stock character

C. Round character

D. Foil character

3.Inanarrative, the is the specific reason or 'why' behind a character's actions, often categorized
as intrinsic or extrinsic.
A. Objective

B. Inciting Incident
C. Motivation
D. Resolution

4. True or False: Indirect characterization requires the reader to use inference to determine a charac-
ter's traits based on their speech, thoughts, or effects on others.

A. True

B. False

5. When an author highlights a protagonist’s virtues by placing them next to a character with opposite
traits, the supporting character is serving as a:

A. Antagonist
B. Confidant
C. Symbol

D. Foil

6. A character who possesses traditional protagonist status but lacks conventional heroic attributes,
such as idealism or courage, is known as an

A. Anti-hero
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B. Antagonist
C. Tragic hero
D. Byronic hero

7. True or False: A 'static' character is inherently a poorly written character because they fail to undergo
a meaningful internal change.

A. True
B. False

8. Which term describes the fatal flaw in a character—often hubris—that leads to their eventual
downfall in a tragedy?

A. Catharsis
B. Hamartia
C. Anagnorisis
D. Peripeteia

9. When evaluating character agency, a critic looks at whether the character's choices propel the plot
forward or if they are simply a of the plot's events.

A. Catalyst

B. Bystander
C. Functionary
D. Vehicle

10. An 'unreliable narrator' complicates character analysis primarily because:
A. They provide too much dialogue for other characters.
B. The reader must distinguish between the character's bias and the objective truth.
C. They always turn out to be the antagonist of the story.
D. They are usually static characters who never change.
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