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Answer Key: Unmasking the Anti-Hero! 9th Grade Psychological Profile 
& Character Analysis Quiz

Beyond identifying traits — students dissect internal contradictions and moral gray areas through 10 rigorous 
items exploring motivation and narrative agency.

1. Which analytical lens focuses on how a character's subconscious desires and childhood experiences 
shape their current behavior within a narrative?

Answer: B) Psychoanalytic Criticism

Psychoanalytic criticism applies psychological theories, such as those by Freud or Jung, to understand the 'id, ego, 
and superego' of a character's personality.

2. A character who changes significantly throughout the story is 'dynamic,' but which term describes 
a character whose multifaceted traits often contradict one another?

Answer: C) Round character

Round characters are complex and lifelike; they possess a depth that allows for internal conflict and nuanced 
development beyond a single personality trait.

3. In a narrative, the _______ is the specific reason or 'why' behind a character's actions, often categorized 
as intrinsic or extrinsic.

Answer: C) Motivation

Motivation drives the plot; without clear motivation, a character's actions can feel inconsistent or illogical to the 
reader.

4. True or False: Indirect characterization requires the reader to use inference to determine a charac-
ter's traits based on their speech, thoughts, or effects on others.

Answer: A) True

Indirect characterization 'shows' rather than 'tells,' placing the burden of analysis on the reader through the STEAL 
acronym (Speech, Thoughts, Effect, Actions, Looks).

5. When an author highlights a protagonist's virtues by placing them next to a character with opposite 
traits, the supporting character is serving as a:
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Answer: D) Foil

A foil is a character used specifically to contrast with another character to highlight particular qualities of the 
protagonist.

6. A character who possesses traditional protagonist status but lacks conventional heroic attributes, 
such as idealism or courage, is known as an _______.

Answer: A) Anti-hero

Anti-heroes are central characters who lack traditional heroic qualities, often blurring the lines between 'good' and 
'bad' for the audience.

7. True or False: A 'static' character is inherently a poorly written character because they fail to undergo 
a meaningful internal change.

Answer: B) False

Static characters can be expertly written; they often serve as 'anchors' or provide thematic contrast to the changes 
happening in dynamic characters.

8. Which term describes the fatal flaw in a character—often hubris—that leads to their eventual 
downfall in a tragedy?

Answer: B) Hamartia

Hamartia is the Greek term for the inherent flaw or error in judgment that causes the destruction of a tragic hero.

9. When evaluating character agency, a critic looks at whether the character's choices propel the plot 
forward or if they are simply a _______ of the plot's events.

Answer: D) Vehicle

If a character lacks agency, they are often described as a 'vehicle' for the plot, meaning the story happens to them 
rather than because of them.

10. An 'unreliable narrator' complicates character analysis primarily because:

Answer: B) The reader must distinguish between the character's bias and the objective truth.

Unreliable narrators (due to mental state, bias, or age) force the reader to evaluate the gap between the character's 
perception and the actual narrative reality.
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