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The Editor's Lab: A College Writing Chemistry Quiz

Synthesize complex drafts by applying recursive revision strategies and analyzing the rhetorical shifts re-
quired for diverse academic audiences.

1. When transitioning from a rough draft to a scholarly revision, a writer realizes their argument lacks 
nuance regarding Post-Colonial theory. Which action best represents 'Global Revision' rather than 
'Local Editing'?

A. Correcting the capitalization of specific theoretical terms throughout the manuscript.
B. Restructuring the thesis to account for intersectional perspectives previously ignored.
C. Replacing repetitive verbs with more precise academic synonyms.
D. Running a comprehensive spell-check to ensure no typos remain in the abstract.

2. True or False: In a recursive writing process, it is often necessary to return to the planning or 
'pre-writing' stage even after a full draft has been completed.

A. True
B. False

3. A writer uses a technique called ___________ to track the 'DNA' of their argument, ensuring that every 
paragraph aligns with the core claim during the revision phase.

A. Reverse Outlining
B. Free-writing
C. Speed Reading
D. Clustering

4. Which scenario best illustrates the 'Analysis' phase of the writing process in a higher education 
context?

A. Printing out the final copy for submission to a peer-reviewed journal.
B. Vetting a variety of primary sources for potential bias before drafting.
C. Evaluating peer feedback to determine which critiques align with the paper's rhetorical goals.
D. Changing every instance of 'passive voice' to 'active voice' during a final pass.

5. During the 'Editing' stage, a writer identifies a ___________, which occurs when two independent clauses 
are joined improperly by only a comma.

A. Dangling Modifier
B. Comma Splice
C. Fragment
D. Split Infinitive

6. True or False: The 'Drafting' phase is primarily concerned with achieving perfect syntax and citations 
on the first attempt.
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A. True
B. False

7. A student is moving from the 'Planning' to 'Drafting' phase for a sociology paper. Which method 
would be most effective for synthesizing complex data into a cohesive narrative?

A. Simply listing quotes from researchers in chronological order.
B. Drafting an 'Elevator Pitch' to clarify the core argument before writing the body.
C. Focusing exclusively on the works-cited page to ensure bibliographic accuracy.
D. Copying passages from the prompt to fill word count requirements.

8. In the 'Publishing' phase of academic writing, the 'Audience' shifts from the self/instructors to 
___________.

A. The General Public
B. The Discourse Community
C. The Editing Software
D. The Dictionary

9. True or False: 'Proofreading' is theoretically the final sub-step of the writing process, occurring after 
all structural and content revisions are settled.

A. True
B. False

10. Which of the following is a 'Planning' strategy that specifically helps writers avoid 'the blank page 
syndrome' by connecting disparate ideas visually?

A. Monitored Reading
B. Semantic Mapping
C. Rote Memorization
D. Final Formatting
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