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Answer Key: The Editor's Lab: A College Writing Chemistry Quiz

Synthesize complex drafts by applying recursive revision strategies and analyzing the rhetorical shifts re-
quired for diverse academic audiences.

1. When transitioning from a rough draft to a scholarly revision, a writer realizes their argument lacks 
nuance regarding Post-Colonial theory. Which action best represents 'Global Revision' rather than 
'Local Editing'?

Answer: B) Restructuring the thesis to account for intersectional perspectives previously ignored.

Global revision involves structural and conceptual changes, such as refining the thesis or reordering arguments, 
whereas local editing focuses on mechanics and word choice.

2. True or False: In a recursive writing process, it is often necessary to return to the planning or 
'pre-writing' stage even after a full draft has been completed.

Answer: A) True

Writing is not linear; new insights gained during drafting often require a writer to return to brainstorming or outlining 
to strengthen the logical framework.

3. A writer uses a technique called ___________ to track the 'DNA' of their argument, ensuring that every 
paragraph aligns with the core claim during the revision phase.

Answer: A) Reverse Outlining

Reverse outlining is a powerful post-drafting tool where the writer outlines what they have already written to check 
for logical flow and structural integrity.

4. Which scenario best illustrates the 'Analysis' phase of the writing process in a higher education 
context?

Answer: C) Evaluating peer feedback to determine which critiques align with the paper's rhetorical goals.

The analysis of peer feedback is a critical college-level skill that requires evaluating external perspectives against the 
writer's original intent.

5. During the 'Editing' stage, a writer identifies a ___________, which occurs when two independent clauses 
are joined improperly by only a comma.
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Answer: B) Comma Splice

A comma splice is a common grammatical error addressed during the editing phase, where a comma is used 
incorrectly to connect two complete sentences.

6. True or False: The 'Drafting' phase is primarily concerned with achieving perfect syntax and citations 
on the first attempt.

Answer: B) False

The primary goal of drafting is generative; it focuses on translating ideas into prose. Perfectionism at this stage can 
impede the flow of thought.

7. A student is moving from the 'Planning' to 'Drafting' phase for a sociology paper. Which method 
would be most effective for synthesizing complex data into a cohesive narrative?

Answer: B) Drafting an 'Elevator Pitch' to clarify the core argument before writing the body.

Synthesizing information requires a clear argumentative 'anchor.' Creating a pitch or abstract helps the writer 
maintain focus throughout the drafting process.

8. In the 'Publishing' phase of academic writing, the 'Audience' shifts from the self/instructors to 
___________.

Answer: B) The Discourse Community

College-level publishing often aims at a specific discourse community—experts and peers within a particular field of 
study.

9. True or False: 'Proofreading' is theoretically the final sub-step of the writing process, occurring after 
all structural and content revisions are settled.

Answer: A) True

Proofreading is a surface-level check. It should be done last, as revising for content may result in new text that would 
require its own proofing.

10. Which of the following is a 'Planning' strategy that specifically helps writers avoid 'the blank page 
syndrome' by connecting disparate ideas visually?

Answer: B) Semantic Mapping
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Semantic mapping (or mind mapping) allows writers to visualize connections between complex concepts, making the 
transition to a linear outline easier.
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