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Answer Key: Unmasking the Motive: Your 10th Grade Deep-Dive Char-
acter Analysis Quiz
Can you distinguish a character's stated intent from their underlying psyche? Deconstruct complex arche-
types, internal conflicts, and the nuances of indirect characterization.

1. Which term describes a character whose internal psychological growth or change is the central focus 
of the narrative arc?

Answer: C) Dynamic Character

Dynamic characters undergo significant internal change, such as a shift in perspective, personality, or values, which 
is a hallmark of sophisticated literary analysis.

2. When an author reveals a character’s traits through njihovy thoughts, actions, and dialogue rather 
than explicit description, they are using ________.

Answer: B) Indirect Characterization

Indirect characterization requires the reader to infer traits based on 'STEAL' (Speech, Thoughts, Effect on others, 
Actions, Looks).

3. A 'foil' character must always be the antagonist of the story to successfully highlight the protago-
nist's traits.

Answer: B) False

A foil can be a friend, sidekick, or minor character; their primary purpose is to contrast with another character to 
highlight specific qualities, regardless of their moral alignment.

4. An anti-hero is best defined as a central character who:

Answer: B) Lacks conventional heroic attributes like morality or idealism

Anti-heroes are complex protagonists who may perform right actions for wrong reasons or lack typical virtues, 
challenging the reader's judgment.

5. In a narrative where a character struggles against societal norms or systemic injustice, the primary 
conflict type is:

Answer: C) Man vs. Society
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Man vs. Society involves a character challenging the laws, beliefs, or practices of a group or community, often used 
to critique social structures.

6. A character who is complex, multi-faceted, and possesses a depth of personality similar to a real 
human being is known as a ________ character.

Answer: A) Round

Round characters have varied traits and contradictions, making them unpredictable and more realistic than flat 
characters.

7. A 'Hubris' is a specific character flaw involving excessive pride that often leads to a protagonist's 
downfall in classical tragedy.

Answer: A) True

Hubris is a common 'hamartia' or tragic flaw in literature that provides a deep psychological basis for a character's 
catastrophic errors.

8. Which literary device allows a character to speak their inner thoughts alone on stage, providing the 
audience with direct access to their psyche?

Answer: B) Soliloquy

A soliloquy is a critical tool for character analysis as it reveals a character's true motivations and internal conflicts 
without the filter of social interaction.

9. The 'tragic flaw' that leads to a character's destruction is technically referred to in literary criticism 
as ________.

Answer: C) Hamartia

Hamartia refers to the inherent quality or error in judgment that causes the downfall of a tragic hero.

10. Archetypal characters, such as the 'Mentor' or the 'Outcast,' are universal patterns that recur across 
different cultures and time periods.

Answer: A) True

Archetypes provide a framework for understanding character functions and human experiences that transcend 
specific narrative settings.
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