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Analyze 9th Grade Rhetorical Idioms

Can you distinguish between stylistic nuance and literal meaning? Synthesize complex expressions used in 
political oratory and classic literature for your next close-reading assignment.

1. In a geopolitical context, when a diplomat refers to an 'olive branch' during a heated summit, they 
are primarily engaging in which rhetorical strategy?

A. A literal request for agricultural trade
B. An idiomatic offer of peace or reconciliation
C. A metaphor for environmental conservation
D. An allusion to traditional culinary practices

2. True or False: The expression 'to throw down the gauntlet' originally referred to a physical action in 
medieval chivalry but is now used to describe issuing a formal challenge.

A. True
B. False

3. When a critic describes a politician's speech as 'Damoclean' or mentions a 'Sword of Damocles' 
hanging over a budget meeting, they are suggesting a state of:

A. Extreme wealth and prosperity
B. Imminent and constant danger
C. Sharp wit and intelligence
D. Unnecessary aggression

4. True or False: To describe an endeavor as a 'Pyrrhic victory' implies that the success was achieved at 
such a high cost that it is almost equivalent to a defeat.

A. True
B. False

5. Analyze the nuance: If a CEO says, 'We need to cut the Gordian knot of our supply chain issues,' what 
methodology are they advocating?

A. Untying problems through patient, slow negotiation
B. Ignoring the problem until it resolves itself
C. Solving a complex problem with a single, bold action
D. Asking for external help to untangle logistics

6. In heavy academic writing, the idiom ________ is often used to describe a secondary or incidental 
consequence that was not the primary intent of an action.

A. A red herring
B. A Trojan horse
C. A side effect
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D. A watershed moment

7. If an author describes a character as 'tilting at windmills,' they are using an idiom derived from 
Miguel de Cervantes to suggest the character is:

A. Farming in a rural setting
B. Fighting imaginary or insignificant enemies
C. Utilizing renewable energy sources
D. Engaging in helpful public service

8. In a formal debate, if you accuse an opponent of using a 'Scorched Earth' policy, you are claiming 
their strategy is to:

A. Promote environmental awareness
B. Destroy everything that might be useful to an enemy
C. Start fresh with brand new ideas
D. Heatedly argue a specific point

9. True or False: To 'cross the Rubicon' is an idiomatic way of saying that one has reached a point of no 
return after making a fateful decision.

A. True
B. False

10. Which idiom would best describe a situation where a politician is being criticized for something they 
themselves have done, highlighting their hypocrisy?

A. The pot calling the kettle black
B. A bird in the hand
C. Stealing someone's thunder
D. Walking on eggshells
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