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Answer Key: Silent Scores, Loud Impact: Sophomore Music Apprecia-
tion Quiz

Analyze 10 questions on structural form, historical aesthetics, and the sociopolitical influence of global 
musical traditions from Romanticism to Afrobeats.

1. When analyzing the 'Eroica' Symphony by Beethoven, how does the expansion of the 'Development' 
section represent a shift in musical philosophy?

Answer: B) It prioritizes thematic transformation as a vehicle for emotional narrative.

High school analysis of Romantic-era transitions focuses on how composers like Beethoven expanded the Develop-
ment section to explore psychological and dramatic 'struggle' through music.

2. The concept of 'Word Painting' is a technique where the music literally reflects the meaning of the 
lyrics, such as a rising melody for the word 'ascend.'

Answer: A) True

Word painting, or madrigalism, is a key element of musical appreciation that connects literal text meaning to melodic 
and rhythmic contour.

3. In West African highlife and modern Afrobeats, the use of ______ involves a lead singer issuing a 
musical phrase that is answered by a group or instrument.

Answer: B) Call and response

Call and response is a fundamental structural element in many African and African-diasporic traditions, serving as a 
social and musical dialogue.

4. Examine the role of 'Leitmotifs' in Richard Wagner's opera cycle, Der Ring des Nibelungen. What is 
their primary function for the listener?

Answer: B) To serve as short, recurring musical themes associated with specific characters or ideas.

Leitmotifs are psychological tools in music appreciation that allow the listener to identify subtext and character 
presence through sound alone.

5. Atonality, popularized by composers like Arnold Schoenberg, refers to music that lacks a clear tonal 
center or 'key.'
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Answer: A) True

Atonality was a 20th-century movement that challenged the traditional western hierarchy of pitches, creating a sense 
of 'emancipated dissonance.'

6. The ______ era of music (approx. 1600-1750) is characterized by highly ornate melodies, the use of basso 
continuo, and the rise of the concerto grosso.

Answer: B) Baroque

The Baroque period is distinguished by its 'extravagant' style and the structural foundation of the figured bass (basso 
continuo).

7. How did the invention of the phonograph and recording technology in the early 20th century change 
the cultural context of music appreciation?

Answer: C) It democratized access to music, allowing listeners to hear global styles in their own homes.

Recording technology fundamentally shifted music from a transient live experience to a repeatable commodity, 
enabling cross-cultural influence.

8. When a composer like Debussy uses the ______ scale, which consists only of intervals of a whole step, 
it creates a dreamy, 'blurred' atmosphere often associated with Impressionism.

Answer: C) Whole-tone

The whole-tone scale lacks 'leading tones,' which removes the traditional sense of resolution and creates the 'floating' 
feel of Impressionism.

9. In Hip-Hop, the technique of 'Sampling' involves purely copying a song without adding new artistic 
context or rhythmic re-interpretation.

Answer: B) False

In Music Appreciation, sampling is analyzed as a transformative art form that re-contextualizes existing sounds into 
new rhythmic and harmonic frameworks.

10. Which of the following describes 'Minimalism' as seen in the works of Philip Glass or Steve Reich?

Answer: B) Short melodic cells that repeat and slowly evolve over long periods of time.

Minimalism focuses on phasing and repetitive patterns to draw the listener's attention to subtle shifts in texture and 
rhythm.
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