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Answer Key: Dissect Your Digital Stage: 9th Grade Pop Culture Trends 
Quiz
Examine 10 cultural touchstones to identify how trends in grunge, Afrobeats, and cyberpunk cinema influence 
modern identity and global lifestyles.

1. Which 1990s fashion movement, influenced by bands like Nirvana, popularized flannel shirts and 
distressed denim as a rejection of 1980s glitz?

Answer: B) Grunge

Grunge emerged from the Pacific Northwest music scene, emphasizing a 'dressed-down' look that reflected an 
anti-commercialist attitude.

2. The rise of 24-hour music channels like MTV in the 1980s made the visual image of an artist just as 
important as their sound.

Answer: A) True

MTV shifted the industry focus toward music videos, allowing fashion and visual performance to drive a song's 
popularity.

3. The 1995 film 'Clueless' is credited with redefining 90s high school fashion by popularizing ______ 
outfits and knee-high socks.

Answer: C) Plaid coordinated

The lead character Cher Horowitz's yellow plaid suit became an iconic fashion staple that influenced teen retail for 
years.

4. In the 2020s, why has 'Thrifting' or buying second-hand clothing become a major fashion trend 
among teenagers?

Answer: B) Interest in sustainability and unique style

Gen Z consumers prioritize eco-conscious habits and 'vintage' aesthetics to stand out from fast-fashion mass 
production.

5. Silent films of the 1920s had no influence on fashion because they lacked color technology.

Answer: B) False
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Silent stars like Louise Brooks popularized the 'bob' haircut and flapper style, which were highly influential despite 
the lack of color.

6. The global success of artists like Burna Boy and Wizkid has brought the ______ music genre into 
mainstream Western fashion and radio.

Answer: A) Afrobeats

Afrobeats has become a global cultural force, influencing everything from high-fashion runways to pop music 
collaborations.

7. What film genre, characterized by neon lights and high-tech/low-life themes (like 'Blade Runner'), 
heavily influences 'Cybercore' fashion today?

Answer: B) Cyberpunk

Cyberpunk aesthetics bridge the gap between technology and fashion, often featuring metallic fabrics and futuristic 
silhouettes.

8. Sneaker culture grew largely from the intersection of professional basketball and hip-hop music in 
the 1980s.

Answer: A) True

The release of the Air Jordan 1 and the endorsement of sneakers by rap groups turned athletic footwear into a status 
symbol.

9. The 'Dark Academia' trend, popular on social media, draws its aesthetic inspiration from ______ and 
classic literature.

Answer: B) University architecture

Dark Academia celebrates a scholarly look, taking cues from vintage prep school uniforms and gothic university 
buildings.

10. How did the 1970s Disco era impact mainstream fashion differently than the 1960s Hippie era?

Answer: B) It emphasized glamour, sequins, and synthetic fabrics

Disco fashion was designed to reflect the lights of the dance floor, moving away from the 1960s focus on organic or 
'back-to-nature' styles.
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