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Unmask the Masterpiece: Analyzing Musical Genius for 9th Grade

Deconstruct complex compositions by scrutinizing harmonic tension, socio-political subtext, and avant-garde 
structural innovations across global musical traditions.

1. In Krzysztof Penderecki’s 'Threnody for the Victims of Hiroshima', the composer utilizes 'sonorism'. 
Which analytical observation best describes this technique?

A. A reliance on traditional diatonic scales to evoke sympathy
B. Focusing on specific textures and sound colors rather than melody or harmony
C. The use of mathematical sequences to determine rhythmic patterns
D. Strict adherence to a four-part fugal structure

2. When analyzing the _________ in Arvo Pärt’s 'Spiegel im Spiegel', listeners observe a 'ringing' effect 
created by one voice moving stepwise and another playing notes from a tonic triad.

A. Twelve-tone serialize
B. Tintinnabuli style
C. Alberti bass
D. Theremin modulation

3. True or False: In Claudio Monteverdi’s 'L'Orfeo', the use of 'seconda pratica' prioritized musical theory 
and strict counterpoint over the emotional clarity of the text.

A. True
B. False

4. The 'Tristan chord' from Richard Wagner's 'Tristan und Isolde' is a landmark in music history primarily 
because it:

A. Resolved immediately to a standard C-Major triad
B. Was the first chord ever written for a brass ensemble
C. Delayed resolution, heightening harmonic tension and signaling the move toward atonality
D. Used folk melodies from the Bavarian countryside

5. In Fela Kuti’s 'Zombie', the use of ___________ functions as a socio-political critique by using repetitive, 
driving rhythms to symbolize the mindless following of orders.

A. Afrobeat polyrhythms
B. Classical sonata-allegro
C. Gregorian chant
D. Twelve-bar shuffle

6. True or False: The concept of 'Aleatoric music', utilized by composers like John Cage, relies on 
elements of chance or randomness during the performance or composition process.

A. True
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B. False

7. Dmitri Shostakovich’s 'Symphony No. 5' is often analyzed as a 'forced celebration'. What historical 
context informs this critical evaluation?

A. It was written to celebrate the end of World War I
B. It was a response to Soviet pressure for 'optimistic' music after the composer was denounced
C. It was intended to be a silent piece but the orchestra refused
D. It was the first symphony to use an electronic synthesizer

8. The use of the _________ in Bulgarian women's choir music, such as 'Le Mystère des Voix Bulgares', 
creates a distinct tension through the use of close intervals like major and minor seconds.

A. Pentatonic scale
B. Diaphonic singing
C. Auto-tune processing
D. Strophic form

9. How does the 'Sprechstimme' technique in Arnold Schoenberg’s 'Pierrot Lunaire' challenge tradition-
al vocal appreciation?

A. It requires the singer to only use a falsetto range
B. It blends speaking and singing, focusing on rising and falling pitch without holding notes
C. It uses three singers to perform the same melody at different speeds
D. It eliminates the use of any instrumental accompaniment

10. True or False: In Hindustani classical music, the 'Tala' refers to the melodic framework of the piece, 
while the 'Raga' refers to the rhythmic cycle.

A. True
B. False
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