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Lexical Architecture: Designing 11th Grade Descriptive Prose

Students construct nuanced narratives by manipulating cumulative adjectives, absolute phrases, and regis-
ter-specific diction to influence reader perception.

1. In Virginia Woolf’s 'To the Lighthouse', the use of 'incorporeal' to describe a reflection shifts the tone 
toward which of the following?

A. A gritty, naturalist perspective
B. An ephemeral, metaphysical atmosphere
C. A redundant, quantitative assessment
D. A strictly geographical orientation

2. When an author places multiple adjectives in a specific sequence without commas, such as 'The 
expensive French silk tie,' they are utilizing ________ adjectives.

A. Coordinate
B. Relational
C. Cumulative
D. Demonstrative

3. True or False: In the sentence 'The candidate, weary and defeated, left the stage,' the adjectives are 
in the postpositive position, which often adds a formal or dramatic emphasis.

A. True
B. False

4. Which sentence demonstrates the most precise use of a participial adjective to convey a sense of 
'existential dread'?

A. The very big shadow moved across the wall.
B. The looming shadow encroached upon the silent room.
C. The shadow was darker than the other shadows.
D. That shadow looked quite scary to the narrator.

5. Identify the type of adjective used for rhetorical effect in this political speech excerpt: 'This ________ 
moment in our history demands a collective resolve.'

A. Superlative
B. Quantitative
C. Demonstrative
D. Interrogative

6. True or False: Adjectival phrases in a 'sentence composure' exercise can function as appositives if 
they provide non-essential, descriptive information about a noun.

A. True
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B. False

7. Analyze the descriptor 'Sisyphean' in the context of a labor-focused essay. This is an example of an 
eponymous adjective that implies:

A. An easy, rewarding victory
B. A task that is endless and futile
C. A collaborative team effort
D. A scientifically proven method

8. In the phrase 'the ________-laden atmosphere of the courtroom,' which compound adjective best 
suggests a feeling of heavy suspense?

A. joy
B. light
C. anxiety
D. color

9. True or False: Using the superlative 'most unique' is considered a redundancy in formal academic 
writing because 'unique' is an absolute adjective.

A. True
B. False

10. Identify the adjectival strategy in this sentence: 'Brutal, cold, and unforgiving, the winter wind 
sliced through the city.'

A. Subordinate clause modification
B. The use of an adjectival triple for rhythmic cadence
C. A superlative comparison between two cities
D. Quantitative analysis of weather patterns
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