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Answer Key: Shatter the Myth of Regularity: 11th Grade Irregular Verbs 
Challenge
Students synthesize complex linguistic patterns by correcting subtle tense shifts and analyzing the historical 
evolution of strong verb conjugations.

1. In her 2018 critique of industrialism, the scholar argued that society had ______ the seeds of its own 
environmental collapse long before the Victorian era. Which verb form correctly completes this perfect 
tense construction?

Answer: C) Sown

In high-level academic writing, the past participle of 'sow' (to plant) is 'sown,' which is required here to follow the 
auxiliary verb 'had' in the past perfect tense.

2. Choose the correct sequence of verb forms to maintain grammatical integrity in this complex 
sentence: 'By the time the sun had ______, the marathon runner ______, and the record was officially ______.'

Answer: C) risen / strode / broken

'Risen' and 'broken' are the necessary past participles for the passive and perfect constructions, while 'strode' is the 
simple past of 'stride.'

3. In the sentence 'The witness had forsworn her original testimony before the trial even began,' the 
word 'forsworn' is the correct past participle of the irregular verb 'forswear.'

Answer: A) True

'Forswear' follows the same conjugation pattern as 'wear' (wear/wore/worn), making 'forsworn' the correct past 
participle for the past perfect tense.

4. Analyze the following sentence: 'The heavy silk curtains ______ across the floor as the ghost moved 
toward the window.' Which form of 'sweep' correctly evokes the mood through proper past tense 
usage?

Answer: B) Swept

'Sweep' is an irregular verb that changes to 'swept' in both the simple past and past participle forms.

5. Identify the set of irregular verbs where the simple past and past participle are identical, unlike those 
found in 'go/went/gone'.
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Answer: B) Cling, Fling, Sting

The verbs 'cling' (clung), 'fling' (flung), and 'sting' (stung) have identical past and participle forms, whereas the other 
options all have tripartite variations.

6. The sentence 'The price of the vintage vinyl has bade fair to double since last year' utilizes the correct 
past participle form of 'bid' in the sense of offering or promising.

Answer: B) False

The correct past participle here should be 'bidden' or 'bid' depending on the context of the idiom; 'bade' is the simple 
past form.

7. Which of these sentences demonstrates a 'zero-inflection' irregular verb used in the past participle 
form?

Answer: A) The technician has reset the server three times today.

'Reset' is a zero-inflection (or invariant) verb because the root, past, and participle are all identical.

8. In the context of the Renaissance, which sentence correctly uses archaic but historically accurate 
irregular forms? 'The tailor had ______ the fabric together, but the seams ______ as soon as the knight 
moved.'

Answer: A) sewn / burst

'Sewn' is the participle for joining fabric, and 'burst' is an invariant verb that does not take an -ed ending in the past 
tense.

9. The verb 'lay' (to place something down) is often confused with 'lie'; the correct past participle of the 
transitive verb 'lay' is 'lain.'

Answer: B) False

'Lain' is the past participle of the intransitive verb 'lie.' The past participle of the transitive verb 'lay' is actually 'laid' 
(lay/laid/laid).

10. Which sentence contains a correctly used irregular verb that underwent a 'd-to-t' consonant shift 
to form its past tense?

Answer: B) The architect spent years designing the cathedral's spire.
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'Spend' is an irregular verb where the final 'd' shifts to a 't' to form 'spent' in the past and participle forms.
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