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The Mystery of the Vanishing Venue: A 4th Grade Music Analysis Quiz

Calculate the impact of tempo, instrumentation, and historical context as you reconstruct the musical choices
of master composers from around the globe.

1. Imagine you are listening to Antonio Vivaldi's 'Winter' from The Four Seasons. The violins play high,
sharp, plucking notes (pizzicato). What scenario is Vivaldi most likely trying to represent through this
musical choice?

A. The feeling of warm sunlight hitting a field

B. The rhythmic sound of icy raindrops falling

C. A heavy bear waking up from hibernation

D. The smooth flow of a summer river

2. In the 'In the Hall of the Mountain King' by Edvard Grieg, the music starts very slowly and softly, but
gradually gets faster and louder. This increase in speed is called a/an
A. Accelerando
B. Ritardando
C. Adagio
D. Legato

3. True or False: If a composer writes a piece in a 'Minor' key, they are most likely trying to evoke a sense
of triumph, joy, and celebration.

A. True

B. False

4. In Japanese Gagaku music, the 'Hichiriki' (an oboe-like instrument) often plays a melody that slides
between notes. Why might a listener analyze this as ‘expressive' rather than 'out of tune'?

A. The instrument is broken and cannot hit the right notes

B. The performer forgot the melody and is guessing

C. The slides are intentional ornaments that reflect cultural aesthetics

D. The music is designed to make the audience feel confused

5. When analyzing the 'Carnival of the Animals' by Camille Saint-Saéns, we hear the double bass playing
a very slow, heavy version of a dance. This technique of mimicking or poking fun at another style is
known as

A. Counterpoint

B. Parody

C. Harmony

D. Staccato
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6. True or False: A piece of music can have a high 'Artistic Value' even if it makes the listener feel
uncomfortable or anxious.

A. True

B. False

7. Dmitri Shostakovich wrote his Symphony No. 7 while his city was under siege in World War II. How
does knowing this 'Cultural Context' change how we evaluate the loud, repetitive snare drum 'Invasion
Theme™

A. It makes the theme seem like a lullaby for children

B. It helps us see the repetition as a symbol of an approaching army

C. It proves the composer didn't have enough instruments

D. Itindicates the music was meant for an underwater performance

8. If you are listening to a piece where a solo trumpet ‘calls’ and then the whole orchestra 'responds’
with the same phrase, you are identifying a musical structure called

A. Call and Response

B. Theme and Variations

C. Solo Monophony

D. Rondo Form

9. Which of these is an example of 'Active Listening' rather than 'Passive Listening'?
A. Having the radio on while you do your math homework
B. Hearing background music in a grocery store aisle
C. Tracking which family of instruments plays the main melody
D. Falling asleep while a podcast plays music

10. True or False: The 'Timbre' of a song refers to how fast or slow the beat is moving.

A. True
B. False
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