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Answer Key: The Mystery of the Vanishing Venue: A 4th Grade Music
Analysis Quiz

Calculate the impact of tempo, instrumentation, and historical context as you reconstruct the musical choices
of master composers from around the globe.

1. Imagine you are listening to Antonio Vivaldi's "Winter' from The Four Seasons. The violins play high,
sharp, plucking notes (pizzicato). What scenario is Vivaldi most likely trying to represent through this
musical choice?

Answer: B) The rhythmic sound of icy raindrops falling

Pizzicato yields short, detached sounds that composers often use to mimic the texture of rain or ticking clocks.

2. In the 'In the Hall of the Mountain King' by Edvard Grieg, the music starts very slowly and softly, but
gradually gets faster and louder. This increase in speed is called a/an

Answer: A) Accelerando

Accelerando is the musical term for a gradual increase in tempo, used here to build suspense and intensity.

3. True or False: If a composer writes a piece in a 'Minor' key, they are most likely trying to evoke a sense
of triumph, joy, and celebration.

Answer: B) False

Minor keys are traditionally associated with darker, sadder, or more mysterious emotions, while Major keys sound
bright and happy.

4. In Japanese Gagaku music, the 'Hichiriki' (an oboe-like instrument) often plays a melody that slides
between notes. Why might a listener analyze this as ‘expressive' rather than 'out of tune'?

Answer: C) The slides are intentional ornaments that reflect cultural aesthetics

Musical appreciation involves understanding that different cultures have specific stylistic techniques, like pitch-bend-
ing, that add beauty.

5. When analyzing the 'Carnival of the Animals' by Camille Saint-Saéns, we hear the double bass playing
a very slow, heavy version of a dance. This technique of mimicking or poking fun at another style is
known as
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Answer: B) Parody

Saint-Saéns used parody by slowing down a famous fast dance (the Can-Can) to represent a slow-moving tortoise.

6. True or False: A piece of music can have a high 'Artistic Value' even if it makes the listener feel
uncomfortable or anxious.

Answer: A) True

Music evaluation isn't just about enjoyment; it's about how effectively a composer communicates a specific intent or
mood.

7. Dmitri Shostakovich wrote his Symphony No. 7 while his city was under siege in World War II. How
does knowing this 'Cultural Context' change how we evaluate the loud, repetitive snare drum 'Invasion
Theme'?

Answer: B) It helps us see the repetition as a symbol of an approaching army

Context provides the 'why' behind musical choices, transforming a simple rhythm into a powerful historical symbol.

8. If you are listening to a piece where a solo trumpet ‘calls’ and then the whole orchestra 'responds’
with the same phrase, you are identifying a musical structure called

Answer: A) Call and Response

Call and response is a fundamental structural pattern found in many genres, from African folk music to Jazz and
Classical.

9. Which of these is an example of 'Active Listening' rather than 'Passive Listening'?

Answer: C) Tracking which family of instruments plays the main melody

Active listening requires mental effort to analyze specific elements like melody, timbre, or rhythm.

10. True or False: The 'Timbre' of a song refers to how fast or slow the beat is moving.

Answer: B) False

Timbre is the 'tone color' or quality of the sound (e.g., bright vs. mellow); the speed of the beat is called Tempo.
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