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Answer Key: Dissect Your Rhetoric: 11th Grade Essay Structures Quiz

Synthesizing evidence, acknowledging counter-perspectives, and sensory anchoring — key techniques for 
refining your high school academic and creative writing.

1. When constructing a sophisticated argumentative essay regarding universal basic income, what is 
the primary function of a 'concession'?

Answer: B) To acknowledge a valid point from the opposing side before providing a rebuttal.

In high-level argumentation, a concession demonstrates rhetorical awareness by acknowledging opposing views, 
which builds 'ethos' and strengthens the subsequent rebuttal.

2. In a formal ________ essay analyzing the socioeconomic impacts of the Industrial Revolution, the writer 
must stay objective, focusing on cause-and-effect rather than personal opinion.

Answer: C) Expository

Expository writing is designed to inform or explain a complex topic using evidence and logical structure without the 
goal of changing the reader's mind or telling a personal story.

3. True or False: A narrative essay at the college-prep level should focus entirely on chronological plot 
points rather than thematic reflections or character growth.

Answer: B) False

Advanced narrative writing transcends simple plot; it requires 'show, don't tell' techniques and significant reflection 
on the larger meaning or epiphany derived from the experience.

4. Which organizational pattern is most effective for an expository essay comparing the architectural 
styles of Frank Lloyd Wright and Zaha Hadid?

Answer: C) Point-by-point comparison of specific design elements

A point-by-point structure allows for a more nuanced analysis of specific technical criteria, which is superior to a 
block-style summary for complex, high-school level comparisons.

5. A ________ essay regarding the sensory experience of a deep-sea dive would rely heavily on 'spatial 
organization' to guide the reader through the environment.

Answer: C) Descriptive
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Descriptive essays use vivid, sensory details and often organize information spatially (top-to-bottom, near-to-far) to 
create a clear mental image for the reader.

6. True or False: The primary difference between persuasive and argumentative essays is that argu-
mentative essays rely more heavily on logic (logos) and empirical evidence than purely emotional 
appeals.

Answer: A) True

While 'persuasive' writing often uses pathos (emotion), 'argumentative' writing in academic settings emphasizes 
logos (logic) and the evaluation of diverse sources.

7. Imagine you are writing a piece for a school board meeting to advocate for a change in the district's 
grading policy. Which essay mode is most appropriate?

Answer: B) Persuasive

Persuasive writing is used when the specific goal is to influence the actions or beliefs of an audience, such as a school 
board.

8. The 'hook' of a ________ essay about a family heirloom should focus on the emotional significance and 
physical history of the object to engage the reader immediately.

Answer: C) Narrative

Personal narratives often center on significant objects or events to explore themes of identity and history, using the 
object as a springboard for the story.

9. True or False: In a high school expository essay, the thesis statement should be a 'provocative opinion' 
that challenges the facts presented in the body paragraphs.

Answer: B) False

In an expository essay, the thesis should be a clear, objective summary of the information the essay will present, not 
an opinion that contradicts the facts.

10. How does the 'conclusion' of an argumentative essay differ from that of a descriptive essay?

Answer: A) An argumentative conclusion must provide a call to action or a final synthesis of logic, while a 
descriptive conclusion often reinforces an overarching mood or impression.
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Conclusions must align with the essay's purpose: argumentative essays aim for conviction and resolution, while 
descriptive essays aim for aesthetic unity and emotional resonance.
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