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Answer Key: Complex Grammar for 10th Grade Punctuation Power

Sophomores refine their rhetorical precision by mastering nuances like em-dashes, semicolons, and sophis-
ticated clause separation within academic and creative contexts.

1. Which sentence correctly utilizes an em-dash to signal a sharp break in thought or an emphatic 
explanation?

Answer: A) The artifacts—found deep within the Peruvian highlands—rewrote the entire history of the region.

Em-dashes should be used in pairs to set off parenthetical information that requires more emphasis than commas 
or parentheses would provide.

2. True or False: A semicolon is required when joining two independent clauses with a conjunctive 
adverb like 'nevertheless' or 'consequently.'

Answer: A) True

When a conjunctive adverb connects two complete thoughts, a semicolon must precede it and a comma usually 
follows it to avoid a comma splice.

3. Choose the correct punctuation to complete the following sentence: 'The committee identified three 
primary areas for reform _______ economic policy, environmental protections, and judicial oversight.'

Answer: C) : (Colon)

A colon is the standard punctuation mark used to introduce a list following a complete independent clause.

4. In the context of technical writing, which sentence correctly handles punctuation with a quotation?

Answer: A) According to the physicist, the data was "anomalous"; however, the team proceeded anyway.

Semicolons and colons always go outside the closing quotation marks, unlike commas and periods in American 
English.

5. True or False: If a dependent clause follows an independent clause, a comma is generally not 
necessary before the subordinating conjunction.

Answer: A) True
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While commas are used after introductory dependent clauses, they are usually omitted when the dependent clause 
ends the sentence (e.g., 'We stayed inside because it rained').

6. Identify the punctuation needed for the possessive form in this sentence: 'The three ______ testimony 
changed the jury's perspective on the case.'

Answer: A) witnesses'

For plural nouns ending in 's', the apostrophe is placed after the 's' to show collective possession.

7. Which sentence demonstrates the correct use of a semicolon to separate items in a complex list?

Answer: B) The tour includes stops in Tokyo, Japan; Seoul, South Korea; and Beijing, China.

When list items already contain commas, semicolons are used as 'super-commas' to help the reader distinguish 
between the items.

8. True or False: An ellipsis (...) should be used to indicate that words have been omitted from a direct 
quote, provided the original meaning is preserved.

Answer: A) True

Ellipses are the standard tool for shortening academic quotes to focus on the most relevant portions of the text.

9. Select the correct punctuation for the parenthetical aside: 'The Renaissance ____ which literally means 
"rebirth" ____ began in Italy.'

Answer: D) All of the above

Depending on the desired emphasis and tone, commas, parentheses, or em-dashes can all correctly set off a 
non-restrictive relative clause.

10. Identify the error in this sentence: 'The architect's vision was bold, however, the structure was 
ultimately deemed unsafe.'

Answer: A) The comma after 'bold' should be a semicolon.

This is a comma splice. Using 'however' to join two independent clauses requires a semicolon because 'however' is 
a conjunctive adverb, not a coordinating conjunction.
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