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Old Morphemes, New Meanings: 9th Grade Etymology Analysis

Can you deconstruct the complex jargon of modern law and science? This quiz uses high-level synthesis to
test your ability to break down sophisticated Greek and Latin word parts.

1. In a legal context, an 'interLOCUtory' injunction occurs during a lawsuit. Based on the root word,
what fundamental action is taking place?

A. A physical movement between two locations

B. Formal speech or discussion between parties

C. Afinancial transaction between banks

D. A written decree regarding property

2. Select the prefix-root-suffix combination that describes the 'study of the soul or mind.’
A. Path-o-logy
B. Anthrop-o-centric
C. Psych-o-logy
D. The-o-cracy

3. True or False: The word 'ANACHRONISM' contains a root that refers to 'humanity' or 'mankind.’

A. True
B. False

4. If a philosopher describes a concept as 'ONTological,’ they are dealing with the nature of being. Which
other word shares a suffix that functions the same way as '-ical'?
A. Hypothetical
B. Realism
C. Quickly
D. Freedom

5. A scientist studying 'light-driven movement' in bacteria would be observing ___.
A. Phototropism
B. Phototaxis
C. Hydroponics
D. Geomorphism

6. True or False: The prefix 'PER-' in the word 'PERVADE' indicates a sense of 'going through' or 'through-
out.'

A. True
B. False
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7. Analyze the word 'somnambulate.' If a character in a novel is described this way, what are they
literally doing?

A. Talking while eating

B. Writing under a pseudonym

C. Walking while asleep

D. Staring into the distance

8. Choose the most appropriate word to describe a person who 'hates people':
A. Philanthropist
B. Misogynist
C. Misanthrope
D. Polyglot

9. In the word 'MALevolent,' the prefix 'mal-' suggests which type of intention?
A. Excessive or overly large
B. Ill-willed or evil
C. Secretive or hidden
D. Knowledgeable or wise

10. True or False: The suffix "-ITY' in the word 'ACERBITY' changes the root from an adjective into a noun
representing a state or quality.

A. True
B. False
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