
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer Key: Modern US History Mystery Solver for 1st Grade

Symbol analysis, chronological sequencing, and inventor identification across 10 challenges. Students syn-
thesize past and present concepts to build historical thinking skills.

1. If you wanted to send a message to a friend today using a modern invention, which of these would 
you use?

Answer: B) A smartphone

Smartphones are a key part of modern history that changed how people talk to each other instantly.

2. True or False: Sally Ride was the first American woman to travel into space during the modern era.

Answer: A) True

Sally Ride made history in 1983, showing that both men and women can be astronauts.

3. Steve Jobs helped create the Apple computer so people could use technology at ____.

Answer: C) home

Before the 1970s, computers were too big for houses. Modern history brought computers into our homes.

4. In 2021, Kamala Harris made history by becoming the first female _____ of the United States.

Answer: B) Vice President

Kamala Harris's role as Vice President is a major milestone for women in modern American government.

5. True or False: The Mars Rovers are robots sent to another planet to learn more about space.

Answer: A) True

Modern history includes exploring our solar system using advanced robots like Perseverance and Curiosity.

6. The Statue of Liberty was cleaned up and given a big party for her 100th ____ in 1986.

Answer: B) birthday
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Modern Americans celebrated the statue's centennial to show love for freedom and history.

7. Which of these is a way many students learned during the COVID-19 pandemic when schools were 
closed?

Answer: C) Learning on a computer screen

Digital learning was a big change in recent history that allowed school to happen at home.

8. Americans help the Earth by ____ paper, plastic, and glass so they can be used again.

Answer: B) recycling

Recycling became a very important community activity in the late 20th century to protect the environment.

9. True or False: In modern times, people used the GPS on their phones instead of giant paper maps to 
find their way.

Answer: A) True

GPS technology replaced paper maps, making it much easier for people to travel without getting lost.

10. Maya Lin was a student who designed a famous black wall in Washington D.C. to honor ______.

Answer: B) Soldiers who served in the Vietnam War

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is a modern place where people go to remember and show respect.
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