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Answer Key: Unmasking Subtext: 11th Grade Critical Reading Analysis 
Quiz

Moving beyond surface comprehension, students will dissect rhetorical nuance and evidentiary strength in 
complex philosophical and historical texts.

1. In W.E.B. Du Bois's 'The Souls of Black Folk,' the author uses the concept of 'double-consciousness.' 
From a critical reading perspective, Du Bois's primary rhetorical purpose in the opening chapters is to:

Answer: B) Establish a psychological framework for understanding racial identity.

Critical reading involves identifying the underlying theoretical framework an author uses to build their argument; 
'double-consciousness' serves as this framework for Du Bois.

2. When evaluating the ________ of an argument in a technical scientific journal, a critical reader must as-
sess whether the experimental data actually supports the specific conclusion drawn by the researchers.

Answer: A) validity

Validity refers to the logical strength and soundness of the connection between evidence and claims, a core 
component of critical analysis.

3. True or False: In critical reading, identifying an author's 'bias' automatically means the text is 
unreliable and should be disregarded as a source of information.

Answer: B) False

All authors have perspectives; critical reading involves acknowledging bias to better understand the argument's 
context, not necessarily to dismiss it.

4. Consider a speech by a contemporary CEO regarding environmental sustainability. Which of the 
following questions best represents the 'evaluating evidence' stage of critical reading?

Answer: C) Are the carbon emission statistics cited from an independent third party or internal marketing?

Evaluating evidence requires scrutinizing the source and objectivity of the data provided to determine its reliability.

5. The use of ________ appeals, such as 'The survival of our children depends on this policy,' is a rhetorical 
strategy that critical readers must identify to distinguish emotional manipulation from logical reason-
ing.

Powered by sheetworks Page 1 of 3



Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer: A) pathos-based

Pathos refers to emotional appeals. Critical readers separate emotional weight from the actual logical merits of an 
argument.

6. If an editorial in a newspaper uses the phrase 'The Governor's disastrous and reckless economic plan,' 
a critical reader identifies this as:

Answer: B) Loaded language used to signal a subjective opinion.

Adjectives like 'disastrous' and 'reckless' are value judgments, indicating the author's stance rather than an empirical 
fact.

7. True or False: Formative assessment of one's own comprehension during critical reading involves 
stopping to summarize complex paragraphs to ensure the logic flows.

Answer: A) True

Active summarization is a metacognitive strategy that aids in the analysis and synthesis of complex information.

8. When reading Thomas Kuhn's 'The Structure of Scientific Revolutions,' a student identifies a 'par-
adigm shift.' Searching for what the author *assumes* without stating it directly is the process of 
uncovering ________.

Answer: A) implied premises

Implied premises are unstated assumptions that must be true for the author's conclusion to hold; finding them is a 
key critical reading skill.

9. Which scenario best demonstrates the critical reading skill of 'Analyzing Arguments'?

Answer: B) Mapping out how a philosopher's secondary claims build toward their main thesis.

Analyzing an argument involves breaking down the structure of how claims and evidence are linked to support a 
central conclusion.

10. True or False: In the context of critical reading, a 'primary source' like a diary entry from 1914 is 
considered more reliable than a 'secondary source' like a 2024 history textbook for all types of research.

Answer: B) False

Reliability is contextual. While a primary source provides direct evidence, a secondary source often provides critical 
synthesis and peer-reviewed analysis that a single diary lacks.
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