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Answer Key: Adverbial Altitudes: Elevating Prose for the 11th Grade

Analyze how nuanced modifiers shape legal arguments and literary tone to refine professional communica-
tion skills for college-bound writers.

1. In the sentence 'The senator’s rebuttal was surprisingly cogent,' which word functions as an adverb 
of degree modifying an adjective?

Answer: C) Surprisingly

The word 'surprisingly' is an adverb of degree that intensifies or modifies the adjective 'cogent,' indicating the extent 
of the quality.

2. Complete the sentence with an adverb of manner that suggests a cautious and methodical tone: 'The 
bioethicist approached the controversial data _______.'

Answer: B) Scrupulously

'Scrupulously' is an adverb of manner that implies extreme care and effort to avoid doing wrong, fitting the 
academic/scientific context.

3. In the phrase 'the often-quoted preamble,' the word 'often' serves as an adverb of frequency 
modifying a participle used as an adjective.

Answer: A) True

Adverbs of frequency like 'often' frequently modify past participles (quoted) when they function as adjectives within 
a phrase.

4. Identify the adverb of place in the following line: 'While the diplomat negotiated within, the protest-
ers gathered abroad to voice their dissent.'

Answer: C) Abroad

While 'within' can be an adverb, 'abroad' specifically functions here as an adverb of place describing where the 
gathering occurred.

5. Which of the following sentences uses an adverb to modify another adverb?

Answer: D) All of the above
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In 'A', 'quite' modifies 'smoothly'; in 'B', 'very' modifies 'loudly'; in 'C', 'unusually' modifies 'fast'. All are examples of 
adverbs modifying adverbs.

6. Which adverb of time best completes this sentence to imply a sense of urgency in a journalistic 
context? 'The humanitarian crisis is unfolding ______, requiring immediate intervention.'

Answer: B) Presently

'Presently' functions as an adverb of time meaning 'now' or 'at this moment,' which creates the necessary urgency.

7. The word 'fast' can function as both an adjective and an adverb depending on its usage in a sentence.

Answer: A) True

In 'He is a fast runner,' it is an adjective; in 'He runs fast,' it is an adverb. These are known as flat adverbs.

8. Analyze the sentence: 'The protagonist's motives were ostensibly pure, yet his actions suggested 
otherwise.' What does the adverb 'ostensibly' convey about the tone?

Answer: B) It suggests a discrepancy between appearance and reality.

'Ostensibly' is a high-level adverb of manner/degree used to indicate that something appears to be true but might 
not be.

9. In a formal literary critique, which adverb of degree would most likely be used to indicate a slight or 
minor influence? 'The author was _____ influenced by transcendentalism.'

Answer: B) Marginally

'Marginally' is a precise adverb of degree used in academic writing to denote a small or insignificant extent.

10. Which sentence contains a 'conjunctive adverb' used to show a transition between two independent 
clauses?

Answer: A) The lab results were inconclusive; therefore, a second trial was ordered.

'Therefore' is a conjunctive adverb used here to indicate a logical consequence between two independent thoughts.
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