
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Lexical Labyrinth: A 9th Grade Wordplay Quest

Identifying subtle linguistic shifts helps students transition from basic recall to precise word selection for 
elevated high school academic writing.

1. In the context of a formal academic debate, which word serves as the most appropriate synonym for 
'assert'?

A. Guess
B. Maintain
C. Whisper
D. Forget

2. The words 'altar' (a ceremonial table) and 'alter' (to change) are examples of homophones.
A. True
B. False

3. Select the correct homophone to complete this sentence: The ______ of the flowers in the garden was 
overwhelming.

A. Sent
B. Cent
C. Scent
D. Scant

4. Which of the following is the best antonym for the word 'ambiguous'?
A. Vague
B. Uncertain
C. Clear
D. Hidden

5. Choose the synonym that carries a more positive connotation for the word 'stubborn'.
A. Persistent
B. Obstinate
C. Bullheaded
D. Difficult

6. The words 'ephemeral' and 'eternal' are synonyms.
A. True
B. False

7. Which word pair functions as antonyms?
A. Candid / Frank
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B. Meager / Plentiful
C. Hostile / Angry
D. Brief / Short

8. The ______ of the story left the audience in tears of joy.
A. Tail
B. Tale
C. Tell
D. Taill

9. In the phrase 'The sun's rays were intense,' the word 'intense' can be replaced by the synonym 
'powerful' without changing the meaning.

A. True
B. False

10. Which of these is a homophone for 'principal'?
A. Principle
B. Princes
C. Principality
D. Priceless
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