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Precarious Powers: Post-Pearl Pacific & Peloponnesian Parallel Quiz for 12th Grade

Evaluate strategic grand-design tensions as the U.S. shifts from the Stimson Doctrine to total global mobi-
lization through complex geopolitical analysis.

1. The 1941 Atlantic Charter, negotiated between FDR and Churchill, was significant primarily because
it:

A. Formally committed U.S. ground troops to the liberation of North Africa.

B. Established post-war goals including self-determination and freedom of the seas.

C. Created the Manhattan Project as a joint Anglo-American scientific venture.

D. Authorized the internment of citizens deemed a threat to national security.
2. Executive Order _____, issued in 1941, prohibited racial discrimination in the national defense indus-
try, representing a precursor to the modern Civil Rights Movement.

A. 9066

B. 8802

C. 9981

D. 7034

3. The Supreme Court case Korematsu v. United States (1944) ruled that the 'military necessity’ of
internment overrode individual constitutional rights during wartime.

A. True

B. False

4. A critical strategic tension between the 'Big Three' at the Tehran Conference involved:

A. Stalin's demand for an immediate second front in Western Europe to relieve the Red Army.
B. Churchill's insistence on a 'Pacific First' strategy to reclaim British colonial holdings.

C. Roosevelt's refusal to share radar technology with the Soviet Union.

D. The disagreement over the immediate unconditional surrender of Italy.

5.The _____ Strategy, championed by Admiral Chester Nimitz, focused on bypassing heavily fortified
islands to seize airfields closer to the Japanese mainland.

A. Anaconda

B. Island Hopping

C. Containment

D. Saturation

6. Navajo Code Talkers were essential to the Pacific Theater primarily because their language:

A. Was based on a mathematical cipher that computers of the era could not solve.
B. Used a syntax and tonality that proved uncrackable by Japanese cryptanalysts.
C. Was already the primary diplomatic language of the Southeast Asian region.
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D. Allowed for the use of German Enigma machines in reverse.

7. The Battle of the Bulge was Germany's final major offensive on the Eastern Front intended to capture
Moscow.

A. True
B. False
8.The Project was the clandestine R&D undertaking that produced the first nuclear weapons, led

by J. Robert Oppenheimer.
A. Manhattan

B. Overlord
C. Paperclip
D. Bluebook

9. During the 1945 Potsdam Conference, the 'Potsdam Declaration’ was issued to Japan, which specifi-
cally demanded:

A. The immediate abdication of Emperor Hirohito.

B. Unconditional surrender or 'prompt and utter destruction’'.

C. The partition of Japan into four occupation zones.

D. Aformal apology for the Nanking Massacre.

10. The U.S. government used the Smith Act of 1940 to prosecute leaders of the Socialist Workers Party
during the war, demonstrating domestic limits on political dissent.

A. True
B. False
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