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Answer Key: Precarious Powers: Post-Pearl Pacific & Peloponnesian 
Parallel Quiz for 12th Grade
Evaluate strategic grand-design tensions as the U.S. shifts from the Stimson Doctrine to total global mobi-
lization through complex geopolitical analysis.

1. The 1941 Atlantic Charter, negotiated between FDR and Churchill, was significant primarily because 
it:

Answer: B) Established post-war goals including self-determination and freedom of the seas.

The Atlantic Charter provided the ideological foundation for the United Nations and the post-war international order, 
emphasizing decolonization and collective security.

2. Executive Order ______, issued in 1941, prohibited racial discrimination in the national defense indus-
try, representing a precursor to the modern Civil Rights Movement.

Answer: B) 8802

Executive Order 8802 was signed by FDR in response to A. Philip Randolph's threatened March on Washington, 
establishing the Fair Employment Practice Committee.

3. The Supreme Court case Korematsu v. United States (1944) ruled that the 'military necessity' of 
internment overrode individual constitutional rights during wartime.

Answer: A) True

The Court applied the 'strict scrutiny' standard but ultimately deferred to the executive branch's argument regarding 
wartime security, a decision heavily criticized by modern legal scholars.

4. A critical strategic tension between the 'Big Three' at the Tehran Conference involved:

Answer: A) Stalin's demand for an immediate second front in Western Europe to relieve the Red Army.

Stalin was frustrated by delays in the invasion of France (Operation Overlord), as the Soviet Union was bearing the 
brunt of German land forces on the Eastern Front.

5. The ______ Strategy, championed by Admiral Chester Nimitz, focused on bypassing heavily fortified 
islands to seize airfields closer to the Japanese mainland.

Answer: B) Island Hopping
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Island Hopping (or Leapfrogging) allowed U.S. forces to neutralize Japanese strongpoints through isolation rather 
than costly direct assaults.

6. Navajo Code Talkers were essential to the Pacific Theater primarily because their language:

Answer: B) Used a syntax and tonality that proved uncrackable by Japanese cryptanalysts.

The Navajo language had no written form and a complex structure, making it the only oral military code never 
decrypted by the enemy.

7. The Battle of the Bulge was Germany's final major offensive on the Eastern Front intended to capture 
Moscow.

Answer: B) False

The Battle of the Bulge was a German counter-offensive on the Western Front aiming to split Allied lines in the 
Ardennes Forest.

8. The ______ Project was the clandestine R&D undertaking that produced the first nuclear weapons, led 
by J. Robert Oppenheimer.

Answer: A) Manhattan

The Manhattan Project was one of the most significant industrial and scientific achievements of the 20th century, 
altering global geopolitics forever.

9. During the 1945 Potsdam Conference, the 'Potsdam Declaration' was issued to Japan, which specifi-
cally demanded:

Answer: B) Unconditional surrender or 'prompt and utter destruction'.

The declaration gave Japan an ultimatum, which, when ignored, led to the decision to use the atomic bomb.

10. The U.S. government used the Smith Act of 1940 to prosecute leaders of the Socialist Workers Party 
during the war, demonstrating domestic limits on political dissent.

Answer: A) True

The Smith Act made it a criminal offense to advocate the violent overthrow of the government and was used to 
suppress radical political groups during the war years.
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