
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Will Your Words Paint a Masterpiece? 10th Grade Stylistic Adjectives Quiz

Sophomore writers go beyond basic descriptions to analyze how nuanced modifiers shape atmospheric tone 
and character agency in sophisticated prose.

1. In the sentence 'The protagonist’s mercurial temperament often alienated his closest allies,' what 
specific nuance does the adjective 'mercurial' provide?

A. It suggests a heavy, metallic quality to his speech.
B. It implies a volatile tendency to change moods unpredictably.
C. It indicates a slow, methodical approach to decision-making.
D. It characterizes him as being physically agile and fast.

2. Choose the precise cumulative adjective string that best communicates a sense of decaying 
grandeur: 'The mansion stood as a/an ________ monument to a forgotten era.'

A. old, big, and stone
B. austere, crumbling Georgian
C. very sad, broken down
D. large, gray, and scary

3. In the phrase 'the charred remains,' the word 'charred' functions as a participial adjective, deriving 
its descriptive power from a verb form to indicate a completed state.

A. True
B. False

4. Which sentence employs an 'adjective of degree' to create a superlative comparison involving more 
than two complex entities?

A. The second theory was more plausible than the first.
B. Of all the geopolitical shifts in the 19th century, the Meiji Restoration was the most transformative.
C. The desert was hotter than the tropical jungle.
D. She chose the least expensive of the two options.

5. To emphasize a landscape's lack of fertility and harshness in a post-apocalyptic setting, which 
adjective would be most effective? 'The travelers crossed the ________ expanse, looking for any sign of 
life.'

A. arid
B. desolate
C. stark
D. gelid

6. When using multiple adjectives before a noun (e.g., 'the beautiful, small, old, blue box'), the standard 
English order is usually: opinion, size, age, color, origin, material, purpose.
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A. True
B. False

7. Consider the sentence: 'Her response was laconic.' How does the adjective 'laconic' impact the 
reader's perception of the character?

A. It suggests she is overly emotional and verbose.
B. It implies she is being deceptive or dishonest.
C. It portrays her as using very few words, perhaps to the point of being blunt or terse.
D. It indicates she is highly intellectual and uses jargon.

8. Identify the 'demonstrative adjective' in this critique of social media: 'Those ephemeral interactions 
often lack the substance of face-to-face discourse.'

A. ephemeral
B. those
C. face-to-face
D. those ephemeral

9. In the phrase 'the ever-enigmatic professor,' the word 'ever' functions as an adjective modifying 
'enigmatic.'

A. True
B. False

10. Which of the following sentences uses a 'compound adjective' requiring a hyphen for clarity?
A. The very bright light blinded the driver.
B. They engaged in a long term planning session.
C. She wore a light-blue sweater to the interview.
D. The session was long term.
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