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Answer Key: Will Your Words Paint a Masterpiece? 10th Grade Stylistic 
Adjectives Quiz
Sophomore writers go beyond basic descriptions to analyze how nuanced modifiers shape atmospheric tone 
and character agency in sophisticated prose.

1. In the sentence 'The protagonist’s mercurial temperament often alienated his closest allies,' what 
specific nuance does the adjective 'mercurial' provide?

Answer: B) It implies a volatile tendency to change moods unpredictably.

Derived from the Roman god Mercury, 'mercurial' describes someone subject to sudden or unpredictable changes 
of mood or mind, elevating the characterization beyond 'moody'.

2. Choose the precise cumulative adjective string that best communicates a sense of decaying 
grandeur: 'The mansion stood as a/an ________ monument to a forgotten era.'

Answer: B) austere, crumbling Georgian

Advanced writing utilizes specific historical or stylistic descriptors like 'Georgian' combined with 'austere' and 'crum-
bling' to create a precise mood without redundant conjunctions.

3. In the phrase 'the charred remains,' the word 'charred' functions as a participial adjective, deriving 
its descriptive power from a verb form to indicate a completed state.

Answer: A) True

Participial adjectives like 'charred' or 'broken' use the past participle of a verb to describe the state resulting from an 
action, a common technique in sophisticated narrative writing.

4. Which sentence employs an 'adjective of degree' to create a superlative comparison involving more 
than two complex entities?

Answer: B) Of all the geopolitical shifts in the 19th century, the Meiji Restoration was the most transformative.

Superlative forms using 'most' or '-est' are required when comparing three or more items; 'most transformative' 
correctly identifies the highest degree among multiple historical events.

5. To emphasize a landscape's lack of fertility and harshness in a post-apocalyptic setting, which 
adjective would be most effective? 'The travelers crossed the ________ expanse, looking for any sign of 
life.'
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Answer: B) desolate

While 'arid' means dry, 'desolate' captures both the physical emptiness and the emotional grimness appropriate for 
high-level thematic synthesis in literature.

6. When using multiple adjectives before a noun (e.g., 'the beautiful, small, old, blue box'), the standard 
English order is usually: opinion, size, age, color, origin, material, purpose.

Answer: A) True

Native speakers follow an instinctive hierarchical order of adjectives; deviating from this order (e.g., 'blue small 
beautiful box') sounds incorrect to the reader.

7. Consider the sentence: 'Her response was laconic.' How does the adjective 'laconic' impact the 
reader's perception of the character?

Answer: C) It portrays her as using very few words, perhaps to the point of being blunt or terse.

'Laconic' refers to a person or style of writing that uses very few words. It suggests a specific social dynamic and 
economy of language.

8. Identify the 'demonstrative adjective' in this critique of social media: 'Those ephemeral interactions 
often lack the substance of face-to-face discourse.'

Answer: B) those

Demonstrative adjectives (this, that, these, those) modify pronouns or nouns to point out specific objects or people; 
here, 'those' specifies which interactions are being discussed.

9. In the phrase 'the ever-enigmatic professor,' the word 'ever' functions as an adjective modifying 
'enigmatic.'

Answer: B) False

'Ever' is an adverb modifying the adjective 'enigmatic.' Adjectives only modify nouns or pronouns, while adverbs 
modify adjectives, verbs, or other adverbs.

10. Which of the following sentences uses a 'compound adjective' requiring a hyphen for clarity?

Answer: C) She wore a light-blue sweater to the interview.

Compound adjectives (like 'light-blue') are hyphenated when they appear before the noun they modify to ensure the 
reader connects the two words as a single descriptive unit.
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