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Answer Key: Ancient Greek Thinking Skills Quiz for 1st Grade

Ethical reasoning, observational skills, and logical questioning. Perfect for a morning meeting activity or an 
introduction to critical thinking through history.

1. Imagine you see a beautiful butterfly. A thinker named Anaximander might ask where it came from. 
What is the best way to learn more about the butterfly?

Answer: B) Asking questions and watching it closely

Ancient thinkers believed that asking 'why' and observing nature helps us understand the world around us.

2. A philosopher named Heraclitus said everything is always changing. If you step in a river today, it is 
exactly the same water as yesterday.

Answer: B) False

Heraclitus taught that the world is always moving and changing, like water flowing in a river.

3. If you want to be a fair leader on the playground, you should use ____ to help everyone get a turn.

Answer: C) Good reasoning

Reasoning means thinking carefully to find the best and fairest solution to a problem.

4. Zeno of Elea told stories (paradoxes) about a racing turtle to show that small steps are important. 
What does this teach us about finishing a big goal?

Answer: B) Big goals are made of many tiny steps

Synthesis of Zeno's ideas helps students understand that any distance or task can be broken down into smaller parts.

5. Greek thinkers believed that a good person is someone who practices being kind every single day.

Answer: A) True

Ethics is the study of how to be a good person through our habits and choices.

6. Pythagoras loved patterns in music and numbers. He would say that a song sounds pretty because 
it has ____.
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Answer: A) Order

Early philosophers connected math and art, believing that balance and order make things beautiful.

7. Epicurus thought that being a good friend was more important than having lots of toys. Why might 
a friend be better than a toy?

Answer: A) Toys break, but friends can talk and help

This requires evaluating values, showing that relationships provide lasting happiness over material objects.

8. An ancient Greek philosopher would say that 'The Truth' is something we can find by just guessing.

Answer: B) False

Philosophers believed truth is found through careful thinking and asking many questions, not just guessing.

9. Thales looked at the stars to predict the weather. This shows that we can use ____ to understand the 
future.

Answer: B) Observation

Observation is a tool where we use our senses to gather information and make smart guesses.

10. If two friends are arguing about a game, what would a philosopher suggest they do first?

Answer: B) Ask 'What are the rules we both agree on?'

By asking for a definition or a rule, students use logic to solve a social conflict, just like ancient thinkers.

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 2


