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Answer Key: Analyze Your Sound Elements 7th Grade Quiz

Imagine you're a producer in a recording studio. Apply concepts like polyphony and rubato to break down
how complex audio tracks are constructed.

1.In a Javanese Gamelan ensemble, various instruments play different versions of the same melody
simultaneously. Which term best describes this specific texture?

Answer: B) Heterophony

Heterophony occurs when multiple voices or instruments perform variations of the same melodic line at the same
time, a hallmark of Gamelan music.

2. When a jazz soloist slightly delays or accelerates certain notes against a steady pulse to create a
'swing' feel, they are manipulating which element?

Answer: C) Rhythm

Manipulating the placement of notes in time relative to a beat is a rhythmic technique used to change the 'feel' or
groove of a piece.

3. A composer uses 'rubato’ to strictly follow a metronome's pulse without any variation in speed.
Answer: B) False

Rubato actually refers to the expressive stretching or 'stealing' of time, where the performer speeds up and slows
down for emotional effect.

4. Which of these best describes a 'disjointed’' melody that moves by large leaps rather than smooth
steps?

Answer: D) Disjunct

A disjunct melody moves in large intervals or leaps, whereas a conjunct melody moves primarily by small steps.

5. In a full orchestral score, if the brass section is playing 'subito forte,' the volume changes

Answer: B) Suddenly loud

The term 'subito' means suddenly, and 'forte' means loud; therefore, it indicates an immediate shift in dynamics.
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6. A synthesizer mimicking an 8-bit video game sound has the same timbre as a grand piano playing
the same note.

Answer: B) False

Timbre is the 'tone color' that allows us to distinguish between different sound sources, even if they play the same
pitch at the same volume.

7. If you are analyzing a piece where two independent, equally important melodies are played at once,
what is the musical texture?

Answer: A) Polyphony

Polyphony involves multiple independent melodic lines occurring simultaneously, as seen in complex fugues or
rounds.

8. The use of 'dissonance’ in a film score typically creates a feeling of for the listener.
Answer: C) Tension

Dissonant harmonies involve intervals that sound ‘clashing' or unstable, which composers use to build suspense or
tension.

9. The 'tempo’ of a song refers to how many instruments are playing at the same time.

Answer: B) False

Tempo refers to the speed or pace of the music, while the number of instruments or layers is related to texture.

10. Which term describes the 'shape’ of a melody as it moves up and down in pitch?

Answer: B) Contour

Melodic contour is the sequence of motions between notes that give a melody its distinct 'wave' or structural shape.
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