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Answer Key: Will You Bridge the Gap? 5th Grade Modern U.S. Pulse Quiz

The Space Shuttle era, Voyager missions, and ADA legislation—analyze the technological leaps and civil rights
milestones that defined late 20th-century America.

1.1In 1981, NASA launched the first Space Shuttle, named Columbia. How was this vehicle different from
previous spacecraft like the ones used in the Moon landings?

Answer: A) It was designed to be reused like an airplane.

The Space Shuttle program was revolutionary because the orbiters were reusable, making travel to Low Earth Orbit
more frequent and cost-effective than single-use rockets.

2. The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), signed in 1990, required public places to have 'reasonable
accommodations’ like ramps and Braille signs.

Answer: A) True

The ADA is a major civil rights law that prohibits discrimination against individuals with disabilities in all areas of
public life, including jobs, schools, and transportation.

3.In 1977, the spacecraft was launched to study the outer solar system and eventually became
the first human-made object to enter interstellar space.

Answer: B) Voyager 1

Voyager 1 and 2 provided the first detailed images of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune, significantly expanding
our knowledge of the solar system.

4. The 1978 Camp David Accords were a major diplomatic success for President Jimmy Carter. What was
the primary goal of this meeting?

Answer: B) To create a peace treaty between Egypt and Israel

The Camp David Accords were historic because they led to the first peace treaty between Israel and an Arab neighbor
(Egypt).

5.1In the late 1990s, the Human Genome Project began successfully mapping all the genes in human
DNA.

Answer: A) True
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The Human Genome Project was a massive international scientific effort that transformed medicine by allowing
scientists to understand the blueprint for building a human being.

6. Steve Wozniak and Steve Jobs changed modern life in the late 1970s and 80s by moving computers
from giant labs into people's homes. What was their company called?

Answer: C) Apple

Apple helped spark the personal computer revolution, making technology accessible to individuals rather than just
large corporations or governments.

7. Sally Ride became a famous figure in American history in 1983 because she was the first to
travel into space.

Answer: A) American Woman

Sally Ride broke gender barriers in the STEM fields when she flew aboard the Space Shuttle Challenger.
8.1In 1989, the fall of the Berlin Wall symbolized the beginning of the end for which major global conflict?
Answer: B) The Cold War

The Cold War was a period of tension between the U.S. and the Soviet Union; the fall of the wall signaled the collapse
of communist control in Eastern Europe.

9. The 'Dust Bow!' was a major environmental challenge that took place in the United States during the
1990s.

Answer: B) False

The Dust Bowl occurred in the 1930s. Modern environmental history is defined by issues like climate change and the
creation of the EPA in 1970.

10. Which 1990s invention allowed people to browse information using 'hyperlinks' and helped the
World Wide Web grow rapidly?

Answer: C) The Mosaic Web Browser

Early web browsers like Mosaic made the internet visual and easy to navigate for non-scientists, leading to the digital
age we live in today.

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 2



