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Answer Key: Prose Protagonist's Path: 10th Grade Narrative Craft Quiz

Analyze sophisticated architectural choices in fiction, from unreliable narration and second-person perspec-
tives to the strategic use of polysyndeton and stream-of-consciousness.

1. Which narrative technique is employed when a writer intentionally uses a series of conjunctions (and, 
or, but) in close succession to create a sense of overwhelming urgency or abundance?

Answer: B) Polysyndeton

Polysyndeton uses multiple repetitions of the same conjunction to slow the rhythm of the prose or emphasize the 
magnitude of the list, whereas asyndeton removes them entirely.

2. In a 'stream-of-consciousness' narrative, the author strictly adheres to chronological plot points to 
ensure the reader understands the physical setting before the character's internal state.

Answer: B) False

Stream-of-consciousness prioritizes the chaotic, non-linear flow of a character's thoughts and perceptions over 
traditional chronological structures.

3. A narrator who lacks credibility due to mental instability, extreme bias, or an intent to deceive the 
audience is technically classified as a(n) __________ narrator.

Answer: C) Unreliable

Unreliable narrators force the reader to evaluate and verify the truth of the story through context clues rather than 
taking the narration at face value.

4. Identify the primary rhetorical effect of using the 'Second Person' (you) perspective in a hard-boiled 
noir or experimental short story.

Answer: C) It implicates the reader directly in the actions and moral dilemmas.

Second-person narration breaks the 'fourth wall,' forcing the reader to inhabit the protagonist's identity and share 
responsibility for their choices.

5. In creative prose, 'Subtext' refers to the underlying message or conflict that is not explicitly stated 
in the dialogue or description, but is understood through context.

Answer: A) True

Powered by sheetworks Page 1 of 2



Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Subtext is the 'hidden' layer of meaning that adds depth and tension to a scene without the author needing to spell 
it out directly.

6. When a writer uses an object, person, or place to represent a complex, abstract concept—such as a 
decaying orchard representing the decline of an aristocratic family—they are utilizing __________.

Answer: D) Allegory

Allegory is a sophisticated form of symbolism where literal elements consistently mirror a secondary, metaphorical 
meaning throughout the text.

7. Which of the following best describes 'Free Indirect Discourse'?

Answer: B) A third-person narrative that adopts the tone and thoughts of a character.

Free Indirect Discourse blends third-person narration with first-person intimacy, allowing the narrator to 'sound' like 
the character without using 'I'.

8. The term 'Voice' in creative writing refers exclusively to the specific dialect or accent words used by 
characters in dialogue.

Answer: B) False

Voice is far broader, encompassing the author’s syntax, rhythm, and unique perspective that permeates the entire 
narrative beyond just character speech.

9. What is the primary function of a 'Flash-Forward' (prolepsis) in a high-level narrative structure?

Answer: B) To create suspense or dramatic irony regarding a character's inevitable fate.

Prolepsis reveals future events early, shifting the reader's focus from 'what happens next' to 'how or why' the 
character arrives at that known point.

10. Identifying the 'Juxtaposition' in a story involves analyzing two contrasting elements placed 
side-by-side to highlight their __________.

Answer: B) Differences

Juxtaposition is used by writers to create meaning through contrast, such as placing a scene of intense beauty 
immediately after a scene of violence.
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